
Children’s Ministries and parenthood - is it 
very topical?
Today we experience the advance of a ma-
jor topic that concerns children, families 
and education: “positive parenting”.
What is it about?
First, let’s consider “parenting”. This word 
brings up parents and their role. This role 
is precisely both clear and complex. Clear 
because by “giving birth” to the child, the 
adult becomes responsible for this little 
vulnerable being that totally depends on 
his/her attention and care. But there is just 
the complexity: what does “attention” and 
“care” mean? How can you know them? 
How should you respond to them? Which 
vision of this little being should be devel-
oped? The importance of the way we look 
at it – referring to the infant, the child and 
adolescent we are responsible for – is fun-
damental because it determines our pa-
rental role.
Different views of this little being: is it…
… an empty vessel – because it has expe-
rienced or learned nothing  so far?
… a shapeless (and empty!) clay?
These views make the adult the one who 
knows and who can fill the void, model 
the clay.
… a seed? That is, not yet a tree, or flower, 
or vegetable, however a small seed that 
carries its own and unique identity in itself.

The role of the adult is to know how to 
germinate and grow in order to become 
what it is already in itself.
These totally different views create a ten-
sion that defines the balance in which the 
parent’s function has to develop: on one 
side, there is the parent who knows more 
than the infant, the child and the adoles-
cent he / she educates. But undeniably, on 
the other side, he / she has to discover the 
particularity of this child and help him to 
become himself.
Parenting then becomes
- not a unique iron collar – to apply on all 
children in the same way – and impose – a 
superior authority that orders and impos-
es. It is not about unrealistically applying 
principles but connecting them to the 
temperament, to the character, to the 
health and to motoric and to cognitive 
capacities of every child, respecting every 
phase of its development.
- but rather the adult accompanying the 
child who walks on his / her side while ob-
serving and respecting the child.
The observation will help the adult to per-
ceive the particularities of his / her
protégé and adapt to it – pace, frequency 
of pauses, appetite to nourish, curiosity to 
satisfy, talents that manifest themselves, 
etc. The view offers him / her an ideal spot 
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Moses was adopted by the Pharaoh’s 
daughter while he was still an infant. 
In Pharaoh’s palace, Moses received a 
prince’s education. Princes were taught 
geometry, poetry, and astronomy. They 
learned to write in hieroglyphics as well 
as other languages. Not many people 
knew how to write in those days, but 
God was preparing Moses to write the 
first five books of the Bible.

Did you know?
Moses’ Education
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– heart-to-heart and eye-to-eye contact, 
to see the world according the child’s eye 
(a close, immediate view attached to the 
present) and to offer it, in turn, a more 
comprehensive view associated to his / 
her height and experience (a perspective, a 
general overview that sees in the distance).
And so the walk makes the child grow, but 
also the adult!
After the concept parenthood,  let’s dwell 
on “positive”.
Positive resounds highly efficiently.
Efficiency here doesn’t resound with pro-
ductivity or profitability. It is not about 
making of the little one a “beast of compe-
tition”, a scholar, a genius, a well-educated 
being, polite and dressed-up, perfect ac-
cording to certain criteria!
Efficiency resounds with appropriateness, 
harmony between the imponderable prin-
ciples of education, and the unpredictable 
human reality of the child. That evokes di-
alogue, respect, the fundamental principle 
that each part is interesting, the choices, 
etc. How will our action as parent – our ed-
ucation – help our child to grow? How can 
we place its formation on solid ground that 
render him / her an adult upright on his / 
her own?
In his letter to the Ephesians (Eph. 3:14-
4:16), the apostle Paul develops this idea 
that what makes us strong and sturdy are 
the roots of love in our lives.
Not any love: not the egoistic, captive love, 
the one that makes of the other what I 
want, for my personal pleasure, the one 
that confines the other to my personal 
view. But the love that sets free, that saves, 
that gives itself. A love that opens perspec-
tives, that reveals everyone to him- or her-

self. This love is the one of the Creator, Lord 
and Savior: Jesus Christ. This love receives 
everybody in the family, knows everyone 
in his / her specificity, in his / her diversi-
ty, while outlining a vision of uniqueness, a 
perspective that lifts up, that extols.
Such a love is complex and difficult to live 
in our human realities. Being Christian, the 
parent is invited to rely on his / her per-
sonal spiritual experience. He / she knows 
what it means to be loved unconditionally, 
he / she knows the happiness of being car-
ried, pardoned, granted a new beginning. 
He / she knows the joy of being heard, of 
being understood in spite of his / her lim-
itations. Then, being a parent, he / she, in 
turn, will manifest toward the child God 
has entrusted him / her the same kindness 
and the same care. He / she will discover 
the troubles and frustrations, but also the 
joys of the heavenly Father who goes along 
every step of his children (Parable of the 
Prodigal Son, Luke 15). 
Concretely, numerous researches, whether 
scientific – especially regarding the matu-
ration of the brain – or educational – emo-
tional education, the importance of em-
pathy in education – help us to find useful 
help to fill this outstanding role toward the 
child.
These studies resound with the Biblical text 
and make it even sounder, if that was nec-
essary! They sustain the biblical guidelines 
and God’s approaches to the humans.

Ana Aurouze

How many children do you have in your 
union?
790

Which activities are you doing for/with 
them?
Sabbath School, pathfinder programs, 
Vacation Bible Schools, children choirs, 
special meetings for young teenagers, etc.

What are your challenges?
Materialism, secularization, modern media, 
etc.

Which dreams and plans do you have?
I hope and pray that many of our children 
accept Jesus as their personal savior, 
become His  disciples and are looking 
forward to his second coming.

Which products did you produce?
We produced 6 books (student’s and 
teacher’s books: age 7-13) for religious 
education and compiled materials for 
training children`s ministries volunteers.

What is your program from 2016?
Training programs in five different districts 
in Austria and one special program for 
youth people who are interested in 
teaching children in Sabbath School. 
Especially help the local churches to 
support their own CHM training. Therefore 
we are putting together a „Children`s 
Ministry Handbook“ and are collecting 
training materials like books, DVDs, etc.

Which book would you recommend for 
reading?
• The Child-Friendly Church, Boyce A. 
Bowdon, Abingdon Press Nashville, 1999
• Counsels on Sabbath School Work, Ellen 
G. White, 1938

Peter Krumpschmid is a pastor and teacher 
and has been responsible for the children`s 
department in Austria since October 2015. 
He loves nature, wood, music and outdoor 
sports.

CHM in Austria

Jesus wants 
all of me

This old house
What am I building? And who’s idea 
was it? One day God will inspect my 

work. if it was done His way it will 
stand. But if it was not - if I never asked 

God what He wanted - it won’t last.

“For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down 
first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it?”

Luke 14:28
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Out of the mouths of babes

Being connected: Family Ministries and 
Ministerial Association

Out of the 
mouths of 

babes... The rector, on seeing a 
small boy trying to rach 
a doorbell, said: “Let me 

help you, sonny.” The 
rector gave a good ring. 

The boy looked at him and 
said: “Now, mister, run 

like mad.”

Taken from Mason P., “Out of the Mouths of Babes”, Mill Hill, London, 1999

Thank you Elsa, for your great idea with 
this newsletter! I am thankful that we as 
a departmental director can complete 
and support each other in our respon-
sibilities for all generations. My wishes 
and thoughts are as follows:
Children do not grow on trees (    ). God 
wanted them to have a father and a 
mother. The children should grow up 
together with them. They cannot exist 
without the other.

Family is God’s great invention and gift 
to a woman and a man, who, with each 
other live in their marriage God’s inten-
tion with us humans to mold and live.

However, since the first parents had to 
leave the Garden of Eden because of 
their distrust of their Creator, the co-
operation of parents and children, of 
young and old, suffers.

Parents and children urgently need 
support and assistance. Here we need 
the cooperation of our departments 
(children, family, ministerial, education, 
youth department, etc.) Because if the 
nucleus of humanity does not work, all 

other systems of human interaction only 
work with difficulty.

 Jesus made that clear while he was on 
earth: He has set the wedding in Cana 
at the beginning of his ministry and he 
confirmed the authority of the Word of 
God from the creation of man and wom-
an (Matt 19.5.). He also gave word to his 
disciples, when they were quarreling 
again over valences: “Unless you turn 
and become like children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. ... And it is 
not the will of the Father in heaven, that 
even one is lost of these children. “(Matt. 
18.3 + 14)

In my view, therefore, the focus of ev-
ery Pastor and employee in the church 
should be directed to work with chil-
dren inside and outside the community. 
This means that parents and communi-
ty within need support and training (as 
Marius Munteanu has made that clear 
in the last newsletter - many thanks to 
Marius), so that they are encouraged in 
all areas: in the spiritual and emotion-
al, in the physical and social, in order to 
live as best as possible, in their culture, 

through their education in service to 
God and all humans.
And if I interpret the Valuegenesis study 
properly, most baptisms which are done 
in our church (in our EUD territory) are 
happening where we have given lots 
of support to the family - and through 
them to the children.

We need all of us! I would like to be a 
part, too!

Rainer Wanitschek
Family Ministries and Ministerial 

Association  Director EUD
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Activity Report

News from Bulgaira

On April 24, 2016, a week before the celebration of Easter, according to the 
Eastern Orthodox tradition, Children Ministry Department of Seventh-day 
Adventist Church organized a Children’s Conference titled “The Way of 
the resurrection”. The conference took place in Sofia in the building of the 
Bulgarian Union. The same event will be repeated in the two other largest 
cities in the country – Plovdiv and Varna.
About 120 children attended the celebration, each of them accompanied 
by at least one parent or another relative. For about two hours they had 
to visit 6 different stations that reproduced different moments of the last 
week of Jesus’ life on the earth. Scenography, setting, and organization was 
so well done that the participants could feel themselves involved into the 
atmosphere of Jerusalem in the days of Jesus’ Passion.
The special guest of the conference was Elsa Cozzi – Children’s Ministry 
Department Director of the EUD. She took part of organization and 
preparation of the event with many other CHM leaders and teachers from 
Sofia.
Here are some impressions of some of the attendees:

 “This was an amazing event! My nephew and I were impressed with the 
vivid recreation (reconstruction) of Jerusalem at the time of Jesus and the 
events around Resurrection. The centurion performance was so, so realistic 
– well done! Congratulations to the whole team who made this possible. 
We are really looking forward to participating in the next event!”

Аna Grigorova, teacher

“We are grateful that we were part of this beautiful, optimistic and peaceful 
world! We were all so very glad, but (name of the child) was the happiest of 
us all! This was new, interesting, positive and amazingly enriching!”

Mirela and Werner, non-Adventist parents

“When I heard about the upcoming children event in my local church, I 
instantly decided to invite my boss and her family – her catholic husband 
from Austria and their two children. I knew the event would be perfectly 
organized, so I was looking forward to come along with them. Everything 
came up to my expectations. The children became part of the authentic 
atmosphere in old times Jerusalem and we all experienced something 
really unique. Everyone was very happy and pleased.”

Tania Stefanova, music teacher

“Few hours after the event my daughter was still talking about the “salty 
water” she tasted in one of the stations. The roman centurion was tough 
and severe. The whole thing was interesting and impressed the children’s 
minds. The crafts stimulated different senses, so the children were able to 
feel the atmosphere around the suffering of Jesus!“

Bilyana Filipova, Senior Software QA Engineer

       
Report by Teodora Nikolova

We are grateful to all children and adults that have taken part in this event, 
either in the preparation or in participation. They all had a good time 
enjoying this special experience.
We praise God for the many talents He granted to people who created, 
prepared and organized the whole project. It is all to His glory.
We pray for the children and parents who attended, that they may know 
and experience Jesus personally as the most important part of their lives 
and decide to be His disciples.

Elsa Cozzi, EUD CHM/ChSS/KID Director
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Out of the mouths of babesImportant Events to remember

Worldwide 
International 
Convention

  IN A NUTSHELL

What:  Worldwide International Convention 
  for Children’s, Family, and Women’s Ministries
When: May 10-13, 2017
Where: Budapest, Hungary
Organizer: CHM / FM / WM of the General Conference

May 10-13, 2017 

KEEP THE DATE!

May 28, 2016: World Day of Prayer for Children at Risk
We know that the economical, social and spiritual situation in our world is getting worst every day and I think that it is important 
to focus on the needs and sufferings of some children near or far from us, that are hit by such difficult situations. Our prayers, our 
concern and our support are a small part of what we can do for them. 
Please do your best to make this special World Day of Prayer a special involving day for children in your territories sharing ideas 
and material available. You may also prepare your own material for that.
May God bless with you every child, parent and teacher that will be able to make the difference in the life of the youngest in 
need.
On the website (http://na.viva.org/world-weekend-of-prayer.aspx) you can find material for this special day. Translations are 
available in several languages.
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Crafts idea:
Photo Tulip 

Craft

Crafts idea

6 Upcoming Events

Activity

Use the template (attachement) to 
cut the petals stem and leaves from 
card.
Glue the leaves to the base of the 
stem and then glue your photo to 
the largest petal.
Layer your petals to form your flower 
and punch a hole at the bottom.
Punch a hole at the top of your stem.
Use a paper fastener to attach your 
flower to the stem.
All done!

What you need
- card in green and another color
- photo (passport size)
- paper fastener

April 29-30
Local Training Course
Montevarchi (AR), Italy

May 6-8
KID Training
Lisbon, Portugal

May 7
Local Training Course
Bulgaria

May 20-22
Boîte à Outils - Training Course
Lausanne, Switzerland

May 22-23 
EUD Mid-Year Committee 
Freudenstadt, Germany

May 28 
World Day of Prayer 
for Children at Risk

May 28 & June 4
Children’s Conferences
Plovdiv & Varna, Bulgaria

June 3-5 
KID Training 
Poppi, Italy

July 23
Children’s Sabbath

September 4-10
EUD joint Advisories
Sevilla, Spain
 
September 30-October 2
CHM National Training Course
“Learning Disabilities”
Florence, Italy

October 7-9
CHM Field Training Course
“Learning Disabilities”
Valle Grande (EN), Sicily, Italy

October 14-16 
KID Training Course 
Porto, Portugal 
 
October 28-November 1 
“Restart” Meeting 
for Youth and CHM Directors 
Florence, Italy 
 
November 3-8 
EUD Year-End Committee 
Abufeira, Portugal 

November 6-12
Multigenerational Week of Prayer
Parma, Italy

Last but not least:
new material

Children’s Sabbath School Curriculum “Beginner” has 
been translated in Bulgarian and is available now.

The DVD A Musical Journey was 
already presented in the February 
issue. Also, the CD and the songbook 
are available.

Idea for 

Mother’s Day


