
When asked to write something about 
children, education and development, 
I couldn’t avoid to reflect on how God 
created the Earth and everything in it 
and how He made a Masterpiece with 
precision and intention. God created 
everything marked with His mighty 
creativity, kindness and beauty - 
attributes that emanate from His Own 
character based in His love.

Despite all the transformations 
produced by centuries of sin, when 
we look into the nature, when we 
contemplate the velvety form of a 
flower’s petals or the flying colors of 
that bird crossing the deep blue sky in a 
bright summer day, although painted in 
wide strokes, we still can see glimpses 
of the great sense of aesthetics of the 
mighty Creator God.

When He first created us to His own 

image, he shared with us this creative 
dimension and aesthetical perception.

Culture, society and all kinds of 
stimulation children receive from 
the early years on, will influence 
their ability to not only see but also 
observe, as their motor skills and sense 
of the beautiful that will allow the 
development of precise artistic skills.

In Portugal we have a saying: “taste 
is not arguable”. Based on my artistic 
training and time that I’ve spent 
teaching, I would say “You don’t argue, 
you teach taste”. And that is so true for 
the taste for food as for the taste of 
composition of colors, forms, shapes, 
sounds, words, rimes, “you name it”.

Even as adults, we don’t like or classify 
as beautiful the same things we did as
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God used a rainbow as a sign to Noah 
that He would never flood the earth 
again. That’s a good thing to remember 
whenever you see a rainbow in the sky. 
You can often see a rainbow when the 
sun is behind you and the air in front of 
you is filled with mist. Drops of water 
act like prisms and separate the sunlight 
into colors. If you want to make your 
own rainbow, stand with your back to 
the sun and spray a mist from a garden 
hose into the air. This works best in 
the morning or late afternoon, when 
the sun isn’t straight 
above you.

Did you know?
Make a rainbow
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children or as younger person. That sense 
changes over time, refines itself or is 
damaged over what we contemplate or 
study.

The aesthetically perception that 
enhances creativity must be promoted, 
discussed, from early ages in order to 
create the will of doing things that, 
ultimately, stimulates the will for 
developing the skills and the ability for 
drawing, painting, playing, acting, etc.

Don’t be afraid of letting children 
experiment paint because they are 
sloppy and there will be colored hand 
prints all over. Don’t restrain a child from 
learning to play an instrument because 
you’re afraid that the sound produced in 
the first months, or even years will be a 
major threat to your ears and patience.

Let your child learn that God created 
us in a magnificent, diverse and holistic 
way and, when we put all that diversity, 
the gifts, and the ways of doing in place 
we’re honoring Him. Even when we put 
all those things together, we still have 
a lowermost part of God Greatness, 
Creativity and Grace because “as it is 
written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him.” 1 
Corinthians 2:9 KJV.

Samuel de Abreu

How many children do you have in your 
union?
Nearly 1.500

Which activities are you doing for/with 
them?
Week of Prayer for children
Project 777: Children in prayer
Musical Worship Congress
Kids in Discipleship
Children’s Sabbath
World Day of Prayer for Children at Risk

What are your challenges?
Economical crisis and apathy: only few 
parents buy Sabbath School lessons.
Growing trend: parents delegate the spiritual 
education of their children to Sabbath 
School and Pathfinder leaders and to the 
Pastor. Drop of interest about family worship.

Which dreams and plans do you have?
That they live the joy to be sons and 
daughters of God in a Christian family. That 
they feel they are special for Jesus.

Which products did you produce?
We are producing new Bible studies and 
books:
God loves me 28 ways - Bible Adventures for 
children, I miss grandpa

What is your program for 2016?
KID Training and follow up
Reinforce and increase the quality of Sabbath 
School local Classes
Sensitize churches about intergenerational 
worship
Training for multicultural groups
Musical Worship Congress

Which book would you recommend for 
reading?
Mark Miller, Experiential Storytelling
K. Holford, Marriage Builders.

Mariarosa Cavalieri is CHM coordinator for the 
Italian Union and a Pastor’s wife. She has three 
beloved children (21, 19, and 17 years old) and lives 
in Rome. 

CHM in Italy

Jesus wants 
all of me

Count on God
I can count on God. When trouble comes, God will be with me. When good 
things come, He will be there too. So when I make plans, I’ll always remember - 
no matter what happens, God will be there.

“Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him,
And He shall bring it to pass.”

Psalm 37:5
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Out of the mouths of babes

Being connected: ADRA

Two little boys had been having 
a very serious discussion. 

Finally, one of them went up to 
the Sister who worked in the 
parish and said, “You’re not 

one of them things that goes 
into the fields to scare the 

birds, are you?”

Taken from Mason P., “Out of the Mouths of Babes”, Mill Hill, London, 1999

At the EUD we really believe that the 
prayer of Jesus can be a reality in the 
life of our church today. “I pray also for 
those who will believe in me through 
their message, that all of them may be 
one, Father, just as you are in me and 
I am in you. May they also be in us so 
that the world may believe that you 
have sent me” John 17:20-21. This is 
the reason why we are all committed 
in working together for the fulfillment 
of the mission of bringing the Hope of 
Jesus to this fallen world. 
In ADRA we believe that the tragedy 
of sin has crated the desire for greed, 
selfishness, prejudice and self-conceit 
in the human heart. The effects of these 
attributes are all around us with mil-
lions suffering of poverty and distress, 
illnesses and death, persecution and 
discrimination. It is part of our nature 
as daughters and sons of God to love 
one another (even the enemies, see 
Mat 5:48) and make this love a practical 
lifestyle.
On this matter, I believe that we have a 
lot to learn with children. With their in-
nocence and authenticity they are able 
to break all barriers of preconception 
and give themselves to others. It is true 
that we have to become like children. 
So, the Children’s Ministries and ADRA 
have wonderful opportunities to work 
together in EUD. I would suggest the 
following common approaches:
1. Education for citizenship: One of 

the roles of ADRA is to work with 

people that have better living 
conditions and raise their aware-
ness regarding other cultures, 
livelihoods, economic conditions 
and believes. Particularly we 
target children as they are keener 
to learn about what is different, 
and are the future leaders of the 
church and the world. Examples of 
common programmes would be 
the organization of Vacation Bible 
Schools on the thematic of social 
justice, having a specific time at the 
Sabbath School to share stories of 
compassion for others, or bringing 
this subject to Adventist schools as 
part of the curricula.

2. Community work: Some countries 
in our division have ADRA delega-
tions on the churches.  Others have 
other organizations that take care 
of the social work of the church. 
Why not involve children in this 
work? There are simple tasks that 
can be performed by children and, 
by doing them, they will learn that 
there are other realities than the 
ones that they are used to.

3. Ingathering: Usually children are 
very much motivated to share 
and invite others to share with the 
ones that have any kind of depri-
vation. Having an ADRA project to 
sponsor at the Children’s Sabbath 
School, participating in the ADRA 
Ingathering by raising money, 
food or other articles, inviting the 

school mates to participate in their 
projects may be ways of Children’s 
Ministries and ADRA to work to-
gether.

Children are important to the church. 
We need to learn from them and teach 
them in the ways of the Lord. Ellen 
White has an interesting quote on their 
participation on social work: “What is 
pure religion? Christ has told us that 
pure religion is the exercise of pity, 
sympathy, and love in the home, in the 
church, and in the world. This is the kind 
of religion to teach to the children, and 
is the genuine article. Teach them that 
they are not to center their thoughts 
upon themselves, but that wherever 
there is human need and suffering, 
there is a field for missionary work.”— 
Ellen G. White - The Review and Herald, 
November 12, 1895.
We have a work to do in favour of 
humanity. May we have the courage to 
involve children in this task as they are 
the assurance of a better church in the 
future. May we be able to receive Jesus 
together with the children He has given 
us (Heb. 2:13).

João Martins
ADRA EU Director

Out of the 
mouths of 

babes...
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Activity Report

News from Italy

KID Training in Poppi

June 3-5: a new KID training course in Tuscany, in the SDA national 
center of Youth “Casuccia Visani”, Poppi (Arezzo).
We already had other courses in the past, for the different areas, but 
wanted to organize this national training to give the opportunity to 
participate to other churches that had shown interest. This training, 
like as for many others here in Italy, has been fully supported by Elsa 
Cozzi, EUD CHM Director, and also by a special guest: Pastor Pascal 
Rodet, Youth, Pathfinder, CHM and Family Director in the Franco-
Belgian Union; with his positive energy and pastoral experience, 
Pascal has conquered the attention of the five Church groups that 
attended (even if he doesn’t speak Italian!). 
The KID team was composed by six coaches who are KID supporters 
for several years here in Italy, and collaborate with passion, locally 
and nationally, for this Ministry.  
I am very grateful to the Lord for this experience! 
 
When a KID training approaches, I already know: 
- that there will be problems, challenges but, most of all, that I’ll 
receive great benefits for my spiritual life. Why? Because KID brings 
you face to face with God: since the training and also if you are the 
trainer. KID calls you to evaluate your relationship with Him, just as 
His motto says: “Be a disciple to make disciples”. 
- that, at the end, I’ll be very tired but that I’ll leave with two special 
walkaways in my suitcase: 
1. the spirit of prayer which is the fundament for this training;
2. the teamwork that KID owns just in its structure; in fact, it’s 
not a one-to-one, but a team-to-team training: there is not only 
one speaker, but there is a team of trainers. There is not a single 
participant, but a church team accompanied by its Pastor or its Elder, 
and they work togehter as a team, because the family and the church 
to which we want to address are a team in the same way. 
And in each KID Training I feel the presence of the Lord but also the 
clever work of the Enemy, in the opposite direction. And I realize 
once again something so simple and yet often forgotten: the call of 
Abraham. We find this call in the words God tells in Genesis 18:19. 
Why did God choose Abraham? Why did God chose us? “For I know 
him, that he will command his children and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord”. Very simple, but at the 
same time very easy to forget in the mechanisms of life, outside and 
sometimes also inside the Church.

Mariarosa Cavalieri, CHM Director and KID Coordinator, Italian Union

 times when they craft, tinker, cook, bake, sew, play, 
laugh (and sometimes quarrel) and marvel together.
This book contains authentic experience reports as 
well as delightful pictures and ideas full of fantasy for 
52 bible stories: from creation through Moses, Psalms 
and Elisha to the life of Jesus, His wonders and His 
Ascension. Thus bible stories become vivid and awaken 
all the senses! For every family that is not really able to 
sit still at family devotion, this book shows wonderful 
ways and means to experience and live bible stories. 
Even after you worked through the book several times, 
you will find new details that inspire you. It is full of 
love, creativity and personality. And it is not only an 
encouragement for young mothers, but also for fathers, 
uncles, aunts, grandparents and everyone who wants 
to experience and live a colorful and cheerful faith with 
children in everyday live. Kindergarten teachers will 
appreciate this book as a treasure chest full of creative 
ways to communicate biblical contents.

Some churches use As a Frog in Pharaoh´s Flowerpot… 
to show their appreciation by giving it as a present 
to families with preschool kids, others pass it on to 
families in the wider church community and thus 
use it as a missionary means. The feedback so far is 
overwhelming. An example: “This morning I was able 
to take a first look through this wonderful, charming, 
sweet book full of love. My feelings ranged from a big 
grin and a faint giggle up to a few little tears. A really 
great book! And in the evening I was able to talk about 
it with my neighbors who are expecting their first child. 

And they are as enthusiastic about the book as I am.” Let yourself, too, be 
carried away by this creative way to experience and live bible stories!

Further information: www.sta-rpi.net

This book is available in German (Saatkorn Verlag, Advent-Verlag, Top Life 
Wegweiser Verlag). If you are interested in translation, please contact us.

Bible stories (not only) for 
the daily family life

 This book is something 
really special! An unusual 
title with an exceptional 
content: As a Frog in 
Pharaoh`s Flowerpots and 
the Wonderful Truth of being 
a Plague
Katrin Grieco (a social 
worker and mother of two 
daughters) reports about 
her own creative family 
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Out of the mouths of babesImportant Events to Remember

Worldwide 
International 
Convention

  IN A NUTSHELL

What:  Worldwide International Convention 
  for Children’s, Family, and Women’s Ministries
When: May 10-13, 2017
Where: Budapest, Hungary
Organizer: CHM / FM / WM of the General Conference
Registration: Starting on August 1, 2016

May 10-13, 2017 

KEEP THE DATE!

July 23: Children’s Sabbath

 Beginning with 2016, the “entitnow” campaign 
is an inter-departmental effort to promote abuse 
awareness and to stop abuse of any form within 
the church. Although it began as a campaign to 
stop abuse against women, it is recognized that 
abuse and violence also happen to children, men, 
the elderly and families. Hence, the new “enditnow” 
initiative will be promoted by various departments, 
namely Children’s Ministries, Family Ministries, Health 
Ministries, Ministerial Association, Women’s Ministries, 
and Youth Ministries.

Take note of The “enditnow” Emphasis Day which 
falls on the 4th Sabbath of each August. A package 
of resources will be prepared to celebrate this special 
day as we educate our congregation, old and young 
about stopping violence in our homes, schools, and 
churches (www.enditnow.org). Speak up for children 
because children’s leaders are the voices for these 
little ones. Let’s be strong advocates to safeguard and 
protect our children.

 As every year we have the opportunity to celebrate a Special 
Sabbath for Children. As you all know, this special Sabbath is 
included in the General Conference Worldwide Special Dates 
calendar and it is set on the 4th Sabbath of July. This means that 
all leaders and members, at all levels of our organization should be 
aware of this special event and promote it as much as possible.

As in our territories July is a month when many activities of the 
church are just put in stand-by and it happens that this special day 
may be overlooked or forgot, the suggestion is that every single 
church, Conference or Union should find another Sabbath during 
the year that may fit better to their programs and year calendar to 
have special activities and programs for children awareness. I know 
that most of the Unions have their own special date and I want to 
encourage you to continue having it according to your own needs 
and possibilities.

All of us, as CHM leaders and teachers, should help in preparing and 
organizing that day to be a very special one for children, parents 
and church members. The purpose of this day is to promote the 
consciousness of children’s spiritual life, to nurture and give children 
the possibility to develop their talents and abilities, that God 
granted them, inside and outside the community.

Let’s give children the opportunity to understand that they are 
valuable and precious for the church community at any age. Let’s 
continue to help churches to support and give them opportunities 
to share and live as disciples of Jesus.

Thank you for your thoughtfulness and care for children and their 
spiritual needs.

P.S. All Union leaders receive every year a special Children’s Sabbath 
pack with ideas and material. If you need ideas and material please 
contact your Union director or contact us at EUD.

STOP
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Crafts idea
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Activity

Lay the foam rectangle in front of you 
with the long sides running up. Fold up 
the bottom edge until it is about 4 cm 
from the top, and then fold the top edge 
down over it. This is your purse shape.
Sew up the sides, either directly with a 
darning needle, or first punching holes 
for for younger children so they can lace 
the sides up. Secure with a knot at either 
end.
Fasten the top flap with a hook and eye 
fastener.
Make two small holes in the top of 
the purse and thread a piece of yarn 
through. Knot and twist the ends 
together and tie to the key ring fitting.
Decorate your purse.
All done!

What you need

- Rectangle of craft foam 8cm 
by 15cm
- Yarn (Wool)
- Self adhesive hook and eye 
fasteners
- Foam stickers, fabric paint, 
other embellishments
- Darning needle or single 
hole punch
- Key ring fitting (from craft 
shops)

July 23
Children’s Sabbath

August 27
enditnow Emphasis Day

September 4-10
EUD joint Advisories
Sevilla, Spain
 
September 30-October 2
CHM National Training Course
“Learning Disabilities”
Florence, Italy

October 7-9
CHM Field Training Course
“Learning Disabilities”
Valle Grande (EN), Sicily, Italy

October 14-16 
KID Training Course 
Porto, Portugal 
 
October 28-November 1 
“Restart” Meeting 
for Youth and CHM Directors 
Florence, Italy 
 

November 3-8 
EUD Year-End Committee 
Abufeira, Portugal 

November 6-12
Multigenerational Week of Prayer
Parma, Italy

2017

May 10-13

Worldwide
International
Convention
for Children’s, Family
and Women’s
Ministries

Budapest, Hungary

Last but not least:
books worth reading

S.K. Greemöamd: The Mindful Child
The techniques of mindful awareness have 
helped millions of adults reduce stress in 
their lives. Now, children - who are under 
more pressure than ever before - can learn 
to protect themselves with these well-es-
tablished methods adapted for their ages. 
Based on a program affiliated with UCLA, 
The Mindful Child is a groundbreaking 
book, the first to show parents how to 
teach these transformative practices to 
their children.

K. Kuzma: 180 Power 
Tips for parents
You want the best for your
family, but your life is hectic,
your schedule is crazy, and
you don’t have time to read 
a parenting book.
If so, 180 Power Tips for Pa-
rents was written for you.
In short bursts of inspiration, you’ll find 180 parenting ideas that are 
guaranteed to make you a more successful parent. Each power tip 
can be read in a minute or less!

C. Stonehouse: Joining Children 
on the Spiritual Journey
Can faith in God begin early in a child’s 
life? Yes, but both the faith community 
and the family must be involved in the 
nurturing process. This book shows how 
the spiritual life of a child develops and 
how caring paretns and teachers can 
enhance this development.

Crafts 
idea:

Key Ring 
Purse


