
I can still remember as if it happened only 
yesterday. I sat in my small local church 
next to my friends right before the sermon 
begun. We as teenagers waited eagerly 
for something to happen. This day a man 
whom we loved very much gave the ser-
mon – but we didn’t love him for his elo-
quence, which, in fact, he didn’t have. No. 
We knew that he always began to weep 
at the end of his sermon, each time when 
he started telling about his war experi-
ences. For us this was something really 
extraordinary. We were wide awake and 
felt involved. His story and his crying – I 
still have not forgotten, even until today. 
It was interesting.
I liked going to church because I met my 
friends there. For many years I was not re-
ally able to understand the preaching. We 
teens used little slips of paper to write to 
each other. Only if said brother gave the 
sermon we waited for the part when final-
ly something happened and we had the 
feeling to be able to understand.
I am convinced that most children in our 
churches experience the same still today. 
They may sit next to their friends, they 
paint, write little notes. But when are they 
involved in the sermon? Form and sub-
stance are for grown-ups. Children don’t 
understand the meaning. But our children 
are part of our worship service. Together 

we stand before God. It would be good if 
they are involved, not just sit there. But for 
that they would have to understand much 
more, and also must have the impression 
that not only Sabbath school is the time 
designated to them.
Let’s compare the church with a family. In 
a family’s home there are usually spaces 
for the parents (workroom, paretn’s bed-
room), for the children (children’s rooms) 
und common spaces (living room, kitch-
en). The common spaces are where family 
life happens. In the church we often talk 
about a “church family” when we refer to 
our congregational life. Thus we want 
to say that we belong together as a fam-
ily and want to worship God together. 
Therefore in the church there are spaces 
virtually for grown-ups only (church board, 
bible study), too. There are spaces just for 
children (children’s Sabbath school, path-
finders programs). But there are also com-
mon spaces, like the living room in the 
home, where church family life happens. 
Here all are together. Everyone wants to 
come to know God and worship him. But 
to achieve this not only the adults, but also 
the children have to understand this part 
and get involved.

Continue reading on page 2
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A little girls needed something from the base-
ment. It was dark there... and there were bugs. 
What do you think she asked her sister to do? 
“Will you come with me?” she said. Why do you 
think she said that? Have you ever asked another 
person to be with you? When we are afraid, ner-
vous, sad, or unsure of something new, it is nice to 
have another person with us.
The God Who Sees understands that it is hard 
to be alone sometimes - especially when we are 
afraid or sad. El Roi saw the Hebrew people in 
Egypt and understood their pain. God Almighty 
brought the Hebrews out of Egypt and promised 
them a new land. There were two ways to get 
there, both with scary things. God didn’t make fun 
of the Hebrews for being afraid, or tell them that 
they were babies. He didn’t 
get angry at them. He didn’t 
leave them because He is Je-
hovah-Shammah, the Lord 
is There. If you are a child of 
God, He is with you wherever 
you go. No matter where you 
are, God is with you.

God’s Names:
Jehova-Shammah -

The Lord is There

EUD Children’s Ministries Newsletter
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2 CHM in the SID

In our midst

I already can hear our elderly brothers and 
sisters: “That might be right, but I don’t want 
to hear a children’s sermon every Sabbath!” 
That’s not the point. Sometimes just small 
things help to make a sermon attractive 
for children – and if we involve them in our 
worship service they feel like belonging 
to the family of faith. There are several ap-
proaches to involve children and make the 
sermon lively for them. I want to talk about 
three of them:
1. Children’s stories

This approach is feasible for every 
church und many are already using 
it. Before the sermon starts a story for 
the children is told, a little play is acted 
or they are shown something – and it 
would be best if it is linked to the ser-
mon. This is children’s special time. If 
possible it would be good that they 
come up to the front.

2. Holistic sermons
This approach mainly works with the 
preacher’s participation. But those 
who work with children can ask the 
preacher for that. What is this approach 
about? We all are holistic beings. We 
experience our world with our senses. 
Holistic learning means learning with 
all senses: mind, intellect, and body. But 
during a sermon normally only the in-
tellect is addressed. This is common for 
us adults, but children are overstrained 
with that, because pure word-sermons 
are too high-level for them. But imag-
ine that besides the “word” something 
else can be heard or seen! What if the 
preacher brings a prop that explains 
the meaning of his sermon? Or a pic-
ture? Or a story? Or using a short skit? 
Or an activity that underlines the mes-

sage? The children would be attentive.
3. Integrative services

Integrative services are worshipping 
services that integrate children and 
adults, young and old, and appeal to 
them. These are services that surely 
cannot happen every Sabbath, but 
from time to time. The children get a 
task before or during the service. For 
example they plan a small play for the 
sermon. Or they are asked to draw pic-
tures that fit to the sermon’s topic. Or 
they pin central messages during the 
sermon. There can be joint actions of 
young and old, like making a huge bou-
quet of thank-you-flowers. Every flower 
brought to the pulpit expresses grati-
tude to our great God. Everybody can 
participate in that! Or perhaps a little 
quiz about the sermon’s topic. Or why 
can’t the children make the presenta-
tion with a little help from some adults? 
Or say a prayer? There are countless 
possibilities of interaction and inte-
gration. From experience, the preach-
ers need the help and ideas of those 
working with the children. During an 
integrative service children are not only 
tolerated, they are equal partners. Such 
well thought-out sermon brings bene-
fits to all, not only to the children. Take 
courage to integrate the children.

Gudrun Gattmann
North German Union

How many children are listed in your 
Division?
14.000+

How many countries/Unions belong to 
your division?
10 Unions and one attached field 
Angola, Ascension Island, Botswana, 
Comoro
Islands, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Réunion, São Tomé and Príncipe, 
Seychelles, South Africa, Swaziland, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe; as well as St. Helena 
and Tristan da Cunha, and the Kerguelen 
Islands

Which activities are you doing for/with 
children?
Nurture and empowering activities, 
Evangelisms to children, by SDA children

What are your challenges?
Inadequate funding and cultural beliefs 
that children cannot do anything

Which dreams and plans do you have?
I see them nurtured, empowered and 
actively involved in the mission of the 
church

Which products did you produce?
Music CDs and DVDs
Doctrinal book for baptismal classes for 
children
Child preacher’s manual
Evangelism manual for children with 
sermons for children

Caroline Chola is currently serving in the Southern 
Africa Indian Ocean Division as a Children’s/
Women’s Ministries Director.  Before her call to 
the division in 2005, she worked at the then, 
Zambia Union Conference and Central Zambia 
Conference in the same capacity for 5 years.  She 
is married to Habson Chola and has four adult 
children (men).  Her passion is to see women and 
children reach their potential.

Jesus wants 
all of me

Rise Up
Trouble will come. But I 

will not be afraid. God is 
here. He is bigger than 

any trouble. Nothing will 
ever separate me from 
His love. My hand is in 

His. We will go through 
this together. And we will 

reach the other side of 
the trouble.

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”
Romans 8:35

CHM in the
Southern Africa-Indian 

Ocean Division
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from: O. Chambers, Jesus wants all of me. Barbour Publishing, Uhrichsville. Ohio, USA, 1999
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Out of the mouths of babes

In Synergy
Special Need Children

by Corrado Cozzi - EUD Communication Director

Teacher: “Who was most 
unhappy when the Prodi-

gal Son came home?”
Pupil: “The fatted calf.”

Taken from Watts M., “Children on the Loose”, Mill Hill, London, 2001

Maybe you do not know that there 
are more than one billion per-
sons living with disabilities – 15% 
of the world’s population. This is 
by large considered another con-
tinent within the whole world. 
 
Even though human beings are not 
statistics, these helps us to under-
stand the volume of the phenomenon 
of disability. 
20-25% of the disabled in the world 
are less than 15 years old. This means 
that we have children on wheelchairs, 
walking with crutches, with mental 
disease, blind. We include also the 
deaf, even though we have to consid-
er that these are people who speak 
another language.

In the world, more than 32 million 
children have disabling hearing loss. 
They are deaf and you can imagine 
their feelings when dealing with their 
peers if they do not feel accepted.
 
An estimated 19 million children are 
visually impaired. Of these, 12 million 
children are visually impaired due 
to refractive errors, a condition that 
could be easily diagnosed and correct-
ed. 1.4 million are irreversibly blind for 
the rest of their lives and need visual 
rehabilitation interventions for a full 
psychological and personal develop-
ment.
Worldwide, 10-20% of children and 
adolescents experience mental disor-

ders. Half of all mental illnesses begin 
by the age of 14 and three-quarters 
by mid-20s. (WHO)

Can you imagine? Millions of children 
who have to bear a challenge im-
posed by their health status. But also 
millions of children who have to bear, 
in many cases, the marginalization 
of their peers, even being victims of 
teasing at school and in their commu-
nity, as well. 

Of course, there are also people who 
respect these children with disabili-
ties, but in most cases, this respect is 
shown by looking on the other side, 
or by expressing pity, which in some 
cases causes suffering for their par-
ents. 

A couple of years ago, the Seventh-
day Adventist Church established 
a new ministy called Special Need 
Ministry, mainly for two reasons: to 
arise awareness of the presence of this 
people and to invite the members to 
welcome them and give them a place 
where they can feel accepted. 

“Once I participated to a meeting led 
by disabled, and one of the speakers, 
fully disabled, stood on his knees, and 
using only the vowels said: ‘Do you see 
any disabled here? I do not see one. I 
see only people with different limits’. 
For me this was the confirmation that 
definitely we have to be more aware 
that in our context we have people 
who cope with life and do deserve not 
our pity but rather our acceptance”.

Imagine all these millions of people 
with different limits; imagine also 
that many of them lived with disabil-
ities since their childhood; imagine 
how many millions of children around 
the world are living these limits, 
imagine… and in the same time con-
sider how important our care can be 
in terms of acceptance, prayer, sup-
port and authentic welcome.

Out of the 
mouths of 

babes...

Dreamcreation/Shutterstock.com

Andrii Bezvershenko/Shutterstock.com



4 Ellen White on Children

Quick Relief for CHM Leaders

What do I do when I need volunteers but there isn’t anyone left to ask?

He [Christ] died for us, and was raised for us, that we 
might come forth from the tomb to a glorious compan-
ionship with heavenly angels, to meet our loved ones and 
to recognize their faces; for the Christlikeness does not 
destroy their image, but transforms it into His glorious 

image. Every saint connected in family relationship here will 
know each other there.

- Manuscript Releases, vol. 3, p. 323

Before starting a campaign to recruit people to ministry 
positions, make sure you’ve begun by asking God to be 
with you and to work through you. Ask God to bring peo-
ple to mind who might be able to fill open positions. Your 
ministry is really God’s ministry. God has a plan for your 
ministry, so make sure you always ask God first.

• Talk to the pastor and other leaders of the church. 
Explain the scope and the needs of your ministry. Ask 
them to suggest people you may not have thought 
of or may not know. Enlist the help of your church’s 
leadership in asking God to fill open positions.

• Prayer support. Geneal announcements or requests 
for volunteers 
rarely work, 
but don’t be 
bashful about 
appealing to 
your church 
family to help 
pray for more 
volunteers.

• Re-evaluate. If 
you have truly 
asked every-
one there is to 

ask (perhaps more than once), and you’ve been con-
tinually refused, perhaps it’s time to re-evaluate the 
programs in your children’s ministry. Are you trying 
to do too much for a church the size of yours? You 
may need to discontinue a program in order to have 
enough people to staff the other programs. Do this 
by setting priorities in your children’s ministries. What 
are the essential programs? Do those, and discontin-
ue the rest until you’ve worked out a staffing plan.

Maybe you need to try a different approach to staffing 
your programs. Maybe you’re asking people to do too 
much. You might think about simplifying job descriptions. 
As first this may result in actually needing more people 

than you do 
now, but peo-
ple are always 
more willing 
to volunteer 
when they 
know they can 
handle the 
job. You may 
end up with 
more volun-
teers than you 
need.

Taken from Beckwith I., Quick Relief for Children’s Ministry Leaders. Group Publishing Inc., Loveland, Colorado, USA, 1998

Monkey Business Images/Shutterstock.com



5Children’s Questions & Answers

Out of the mouths of babesTime Alone with God

Windblown Waters and Wiped Out Warriors

Could you swim across a large lake? What if someone was 
chasing you? This was the exact situation the Israelites 
were in. To find out how things turned out, 
read Exodus  14:9-31

Think About It
• Try to imagine the rumbling 

of Pharaoh’s  chariots, and all 
the little kids crying as the Is-
raelites are trapped by the sea. 
How would you be feeling?

• Holding back the Red Sea was a 
real miracle! What situations in 
your life do you need God to do 
a miracle in?

Go deeper
Read Exodus 14:1-15:20; Psalm 91:14; John 14:14; 
1 Corinthians 10:1-2.

Prayer Starter
Thank God for helping you through tough situations 

in the past for being so powerful. He can solve 
any problem.

Facts and Fun
A teacher told his students the part-
ing of the Red Sea wasn’t a miracle 
because the watre was only three feet 
(one meter) deep. “That would have 
been even more of a miracle!” a stu-
dent said. “How so?” the teacher de-
manded. “It would take some doing 

to drown the Egyptian army in three 
feet of water!”

Taken from: Dall, J. et al.: My Time with God. Tyndale House Publishers, 
Wheaton, Illinois, USA, 2000

Question: Why am I afraid if Jesus is with me?

Answer: Jesus is always with us, even if we don’t see Him 
and don’t feel different. Jesus wants us to learn to trust 
Him, to believe, and to know that He is there. It is totally 
normal to be afraid. you should be afraid of danger. Fear 
can, for example, make you stay away from a vicious dog 
or something else that might hurt you. God wants that our 
fears remind us that we should trust Him. Fear should be a 
signal to remind us that we should trust God and do what 
He wants us to do. But that does not mean that Jesus is 
not with us.

Key Text
“Now may the Lord of peace himself give you his peace at 
all times and in every situation. The Lord be with you all.”
2 Thessalonians 3:16

Additional Texts
Matthew 28:20; Philippians 4:6

Taken from: Veerman, D. et al.: 101 Questions que les enfants se posent au 
sujet de Dieu. Éditions Bérékia, Montréal, Canada, 1998

CHILDREN’S QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Ono StudiO/Shutterstock.com



6 Activity Report

Activity Report: Valdensian Child

Project “Etiquette”: Highlights

Valdensian Child in Arad, Romania
On March 11, 2017, the “Mission Projects for Youth” office 
of the Banat Conference Youth Department, along with the 
Children’s Ministry department, organized the third edition 
of the project “Valdensian child” in Arad. 
Participation was at a record number of 71 children with 
ages between 3 and 17. Those involved were parents and 
children from three of the main churches in Arad (“Salem”, 
“Betel”, and “Agape”) and from other churches in the Arad re-
gion. We were happy to see that participants were not only 
from our churches, but also from non-Adventist families. 
The “Headquarters” for the event was hosted at the Aradul 
Nou church, “Agape”. This was a place of meeting; worship; 
training for the events that were about to take place; and a 
place where all were able to give witness of the street’s expe-
rience at the end of the event. We want to use this method 
to thank the Aradul Nou church for hosting the event, for 
their hospitality, and for the lovely lunch they offered to all 
the participants. The project’s motive was to involve children 
in a simple missionary project that is accessible to them. For 
this, each child received flowers and gift bags with this year’s 
missionary book and a Sola Scriptura Bible Study enrollment 
card. Children had the opportunity to give each passerby 
on the main boulevards of Arad a flower and a gift bag. Full 
of enthusiasm, in approximately 40 minutes, all 700 flowers 
and gift bags were offered by the children. Present with us, 
was also Elsa Cozzi, director of Children Ministries at the In-
ter-European Division. Mrs. Cozzi heard of this project in the 
fall of 2016 and wanted to be part of the event. During the 
morning and the afternoon meetings she spoke with the 
children and their parents, and offered them a much-cher-
ished symbol of their participation, a symbol that is to re-
mind them that both big and small, young and old, we are all 
called by God to be salt, light and color in this world as a wit-
ness for Him. Present with Elsa Cozzi was also Alina Chirilea-
nu, assistant director of the Children Ministries Department 
of the Romanian Union of Conferences of the Seventh-day 
Adventists. To be involved in mission ministries and to edu-
cate our sons and daughters, no matter how young, in these 
ministries, is a necessary endeavor, in which we believe and 

to which we call you to unite with us.
Adelin Bortis, Pastor, Banat Conference

Due to the fact that mission is one of the things that keep 
our church healthy, we at conference level, have thought for 
means to involve the children in such activities that would 
be suitable for them. This is how the project “VALDENSIAN 
CHILD” started. I had asked my colleague Adelin to prepare 
some outreach projects for different age groups, and he de-
veloped this project. 
We were very happy to see that kids and their parents were 
enthusiastic about the project. We did it in some locations in 
our conference, and each project we had was appreciated by 
the persons who got involved, both kids and parents.

Narcis Ardelean, Youth/CHM Director, Banat Conference

At the invitation of the Youth Director of the Banat Con-
ference, Narcis Ardelean, I joyfully participated to a special 
event for children “Valdensian child” with Elsa Cozzi.
A concept designed and organized by Adelin Bortiş and Nar-
cis Ardelean. A special event with many smiles, flowers and 
gift bags on a special Sabbath day, lit by sunshine and a play-
ful wind. In the center of Arad, 71 smiling children, between 
3 and 17 years old, distributed flowers and 700 bags (with 
the book of the year and a card) to passersby.
I wish that all children may be involved in mission projects, 
with so much joy as I have seen on these innocent faces.
“Parents Should Give Children Right Direction—With us as 
parents and as Christians it rests to give our children right di-
rection. They are to be carefully, wisely, tenderly guided into 
paths of Christlike ministry. We are under sacred covenant 
with God to rear our children for His service. To surround 
them with such influences as shall lead them to choose a life 
of service, and to give them the training needed, is our first 
duty. ” (Chapter 78 - The Adventist Home, Elle G.White)

Alina Chirileanu, Assistant Youth Director, Romanian Union

2017 - Year of Reformation (500 years)
Special Material for Children’s Sabbath is being 

prepared and will soon be available.
If you are interested, please contact us.



7Important Events to Remember

Out of the mouths of babesActivity Report: Valdensian Child

Worldwide 
International 
Convention    IN A NUTSHELL

What:  Worldwide International Convention for Children’s,
  Family, and Women’s Ministries
When: May 10-13, 2017
Where: Budapest, Hungary
Organizer: CHM / FM / WM of the General Conference
Registration: http://gcchildmin.org/resources/budapest.html

2017 - Year of Reformation (500 years)
Special Material for Children’s Sabbath is being 

prepared and will soon be available.
If you are interested, please contact us.



Upcoming events

Object Talk

8 Upcoming Events

Application
Sometimes I get thirsty at the strangest times - like right now. Good thing I 
have a tea bag with me. I’ll add some water, and I can enjoy a cup of tea. (Fill 
cup with water.) Hmm. It’s a little slow to turn the right color.
Help me. How can I make some tea? (Need hot water.) Yes, that’s right. If you 
just float the bag around in cool water, it doesn’t make a very good drink. 
How hot does the water have to be? (Get responses.) Yes, to make good tea 
the water has to be boiling. Even to make iced tea you have to start with 
hot water. The very things that seems to be painful is the things that makes 
the tea useful.
Life is like that. Have you ever felt like you were in hot water? Think about a 
time when you got into trouble with a teacher, or a parent - things got pret-
ty hot, didn’t they? Just as the tea bag is dipped in boiling water, there may 
be times in our lives when we hurt. We may lose a good friend, or be injured 
somehow. Perhaps we are hurt when someone talks badly about us, or calls 
us a mean name. We hurt for a long time.
But, just as a tea bag becomes useful when put in hot water, Jesus can use 
bad things in our lives to make us stronger. When bad things happen, we 
often come closer to Jesus because we are reminded of how much we need 
him. We can see that only his strength gets us through. Others can see 
God’s power in our lives. Sometimes those who have had bad things hap-
pen to them can offer the best help to others who get hurt in the same way.
We may not know why certain things happen to us, but we can know that 
God can take bad experiences and turn them into good.
Hot water makes good tea. Hard times show us God’s strength.

Prayer
We praise you, Lord. You are so wonderful that you even use the hard things 
that happen to us help us know you better. Amen.

Theme: Trouble can make us 
stronger

Object: Tea bag, cup, cold 
water

Text: “I am very happy to brag 
about my weakness. Then 
Christ’s power can live in me. So 
I am happy when I have weak-
ness, insults, hard times, suffer-
ing, and all kinds of troubles. All 
these things are for Christ. And 
I am happy, because when I am 
weak, then I am truly strong”

2 Corinthians 12:9, 10

2017 - Year of Reformation
(500 years)
Special Material for Children’s 
Sabbath is almost ready

May 10-13
Worldwide International 
Convention for Children’s, Family
and Women’s Ministries
Budapest, Hungary

June 16-18
KID Training
Milano, Italy

October 15-19
CHM Leadership Training Course
postponed to 2019
planned to be in partnership with Family, 
Shepherdess and Women’s Ministries

September 1-3
Deaf Ministry: Training Course for 
Interpreters
Lisbon, Portugal

Last but not least:
new material

Cactusville - Vacation Bible 
Experience
The new set with material for 
VBE/VBS contains 4 DVDs. If you 
are interested in receiving the 
material, please contact us (or the 
CHM director of your Division).

Object 
Talk:

In Hot 
Water

Taken from: Kokmeyer, V.: Object Talks for any day. Standard Publishing, Cincinnati, Ohio, USA, 2001

Colors of Inspiration
Coloring pad with different motives 
and a thought by Ellen G. White 
on each sheet. Not only for “little 
children”...

Steps to Christ Coloring Book
Your children will treasure the insights 

from Ellen White’s book, Steps to Christ, 
briefly summarized here in simple 

words that they can easily understand, 
and accompanied by vivid pictures for 

them to color in. Includes also pointers 
for discussion and prayer.

Special for German Speaking People
A series on Reformation started on Friday, February 3, 
2017. Every Friday (18:00), Saturday (14:30), Sunday 
(9:30) and Wednesday (18:00), one episode will be 
broadcasted. The themes are about the Waldensians, 
John Wycliff, John Hus, Martin Luther and others. 
Episodes can be watched online on
www.fribos-dachboden.de

SERIENSPEZIAL 
ZUR GESCHICHTE 
DER REFORMATION

95
THESEN

Mit Fribonius
Maximilian 
Balthasar

von Einzahn 
und Dominik

Mit Fribonius
Maximilian 
Balthasar

von Einzahn 
und Dominik

Hallo du,
ich bin neugierig. Sehr 
neugierig. Du vielleicht 
auch? Ich stecke meine 
Holzwurmnase überall 
rein. Neues und Un-
bekanntes ist einfach 
aufregend. Neulich 
habe ich „Reformation“ 
entdeckt. Nein, das ist 
nichts zum Essen, das 
ist ein riesiges Ereignis 
vor vielen Jahren gewe-
sen. Da haben Martin 
Luther und andere näm-
lich entdeckt, dass in 
der Kirche gewaltig was 
schieflief. Und dass die 
Kirche den Menschen 
Märchen erzählte, die 
gar nicht in der Bibel 
standen. 

Zum Beispiel: Wer einen 
Fehler macht, muss 
Geld bezahlen, damit 
Gott ihn wieder mag. 
Aber das stimmt nicht. 
Gott verzeiht jedem, 
der ihn darum bittet. 
Es gibt echt spannende 
Geschichten über die 
Reformation. Die muss 
ich dir unbedingt erzäh-
len. Hast du Lust?

Bis dann, dein Fribo

www.fribos-dachboden.de

SOLA SCRIPTURA

SENDEZEITENFreitags: 18:00 UhrSamstags: 14:30 UhrSonntags: 09:30 UhrMittwochs: 18:00 Uhr

START
3. Februar 2017
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Say No to Drugs
Pro-active kids adventure in 
fighting drugs in the com-
munity. A Musical Drama.
Drug abuse continues to 
be a big problem in many 
societies worldwide. This 
book gives a refreshing and 
positive prevention message.

Set of Songbook and CD


