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Leader’s Guide -- Lesson 8

Lead Your Family in Worship - Abraham
To prepare for leading this lesson, spend some time in prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you study this lesson and open your heart to Him. Pray for the people who will come to your small group this week.
WELCOME (3 minutes) 
Be stationed at the door of the meeting place to give a warm 

welcome to each person as they arrive.  Take care of their 

needs:  children to babysitting, coats, place to sit.
Say: Last week we studied Andrew and how to share our hope in Jesus with others. 
Invite the participants to divide into pairs then Say: Share briefly any opportunity you had this past week to share Jesus with someone in your circle of influence and any obstacles you may have faced. Allow 1-2 minutes to share.

Ask: Would anyone like to share with the whole group? Invite 1-3 people to share.
Encourage each one to continue to pray for opportunities to share Jesus with those in their circle of influence.
CONNECT  (10 minutes) 
Divide the participants into groups of 2-4. Instruct them to think of a life event that people need to plan for in order to be prepared. Instruct them to think of a “snap-shot scene” of that event that they could show to the whole group. Tell them that the class will try to guess the life event they demonstrate. (If they need suggestions: hurricane, baptism, the birth of a child, graduation, wedding, etc.) Allow 2-3 minutes to think and plan then take turns having each group show their life event while the class tries to guess the event.

Debrief

Ask: Why is it important to plan for these events? (Acknowledge answers) Why is it necessary to plan for the experience of family worship in our homes? (Acknowledge answers).   
Invite a participant to read the opening paragraphs in the participant’s guide. Refer the participants to the Goals as printed in their Participant’s Guide. Pray or invite a participant to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide this meeting.
DISCOVER  (25 or 40 minutes)
Lead the group through “Discover.” Model the first one or two sections; 1) read the question(s), 2) ask a volunteer to read the text(s), 3) invite the group to answer the question(s) by writing in their participant’s guide. Discuss their answers. When the model section(s) is finished, divide the group into subsets and assign the remaining DISCOVER questions among the subsets.  Instruct them to read the passage together, discuss their answers to the questions then write their answers in the participant’s guide. For longer passages, instruct them to summarize the passage when they report to the group and select 1-2 verses to read to the group that answer their question(s). Allow time to complete their number(s). Return to a single group and invite each subset to share their discoveries. Allow brief group responses. Cover all the questions.


1.
(Read Genesis 12:8.)  Pitched a tent; built an altar; called on the name of the Lord
2.
(Genesis 12:6, 7 and 13:18)  Built an altar to the Lord and worshipped Him.

Building an altar to the Lord reveals that worship was a priority for Abraham.


3.
(Genesis 12:1-4) We know Abraham had a personal relationship with God because he recognized His voice and followed in faith where God led him. 
4.
(Genesis 15:1-6) Abraham was comfortable enough to question God. 
Abraham believed God even when it seemed impossible to believe. 
5.
(Genesis 18:22-26) Abraham took his concerns for other people to God. He was comfortable enough with God to question Him about His plans. He knew that destroying was “out of character” for God. Abraham expected God to help others because he asked Him to.
6.
(Read Genesis 22:1, 2, 5-14) “We will come back to you.” Abraham believed God would restore Isaac to Him. “God Himself will provide a lamb.” Abraham expected God to provide a solution to this dilemma. He obeyed God no matter what the cost to himself. 

Isaac submitted to his father which shows he also trusted in God.
7.
(Read Genesis 26:23-25) Like his father, Isaac recognized and followed the voice of God and established altars to worship God as his father had done.
CHOOSE (10 minutes)
Have the paragraph under “CHOOSE” well in mind and recite it to the participants.

Invite the participants to reflect on Boxes A, B, C, and D and write their responses. Allow time.

Ask: What benefits would family worship bring to our families? 

Invite the participants to share the different times and places that would be best for their families.
Leader Share briefly a personal experience of a meaningful worship that your family has experienced.
Invite the participants to reflect on Box E and write their response. Allow time.

APPLY (10 or 25 minutes)
Have the paragraph under “APPLY” well in mind and recite it to the participants.

Invite different participants to read the seven family worship tips. 
Divide the participants into groups of 3-4 to work together to plan a family worship. For the 60 minutes small group, tell them they will have 5-7 minutes. Allow time to work.

If time allows, invite the groups to share 1 or 2 of their ideas.

Ask: Did you all create a worship plan that can be used for your family this week? (Acknowledge responses)

Invite the participants to complete Box F.

Say: Notice the Grace Point at the end of this lesson. Next week I will invite you to share your experience of calling your family together for worship.   

Leader Share some ideas for family worship that you have used in your home. If available, bring in family worship resource books for the participants to look at after the small group time is completed.
CLOSE (3 minutes)
Invite 1 or 2 participants to pray as you close the small group meeting.

Revisit the goals of this lesson in closing remarks:
May we each
· Know the importance of family worship in connecting our children to Jesus.  

· Feel motivated to make family worship a priority in our homes.

· Respond by planning and implementing a specific family worship this week.
You will need:


1 Participant’s Guide 	for each person


Bibles


Pens/Pencils
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