

Leader’s Guide -- Lesson 5
Love Others With Christ-Like Love – David & Mephibosheth 
To prepare for leading this lesson, spend some time in prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you study this lesson and open your heart to Him. Pray for the people who will come to your small group this week.

WELCOME (3 minutes) 
Be stationed at the door of the meeting place to give a warm 

welcome to each person as they arrive.  Take care of their 

needs:  children to babysitting, coats, place to sit.
Say: Last week we studied Solomon and setting godly priorities.
Remind the participants of the experience you shared last week of re-prioritizing your life or briefly share an experience you have had this week in overcoming obstacles you encountered in regards to godly priorities and what you did to overcome these.
Invite the participants to divide into pairs then Say: Briefly share with your partner something you have to celebrate in re-ordering your priorities this past week and any obstacles you may have encountered. Allow 1-2 minutes.
Ask: Would anyone like to share with the whole group. Invite 1-3 people to share.
Encourage each participant to continue find ways to put godly priorities in order in their daily lives.
CONNECT  (10 minutes) 
Divide the participants into 2 – 4 groups.  Give them the following instructions: Your group must think of a song that has the word “Love” in the title or lyrics, then sing a line from this song. Each group will take turns. If a group cannot think of another song with the word “Love” within a few seconds, the whole group must sit down. Allow 5-7 minutes for this activity. The group that can think of the most songs wins the contest.   
Debrief

Ask: Was it easy or difficult to think of songs about love? (Acknowledge responses) Why is love the subject of so many songs? (Acknowledge responses) Why do Christians have so many songs about the love of God? (Acknowledge responses)
Invite a participant to read the opening paragraphs in the participant’s guide. Refer the participants to the Goals as printed in their Participant’s Guide. Pray or invite a participant to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide this meeting.
DISCOVER  (25 or 40 minutes)

Lead the group through “Discover.” Model the first one or two sections; 1) read the question(s), 2) ask a volunteer to read the text(s), 3) invite the group to answer the question(s) by writing in their participant’s guide. Discuss their answers. When the model section(s) is finished, divide the group into subsets and assign the remaining DISCOVER questions among the subsets.  Instruct them to read the passage together, discuss their answers to the questions then write their answers in the participant’s guide. For longer passages, instruct them to summarize the passage when they report to the group and select 1-2 verses to read to the group that answer their question(s). Allow time to complete their number(s). Return to a single group and invite each subset to share their discoveries. Allow brief group responses. Cover all the questions.


1.  
(1 Samuel 20:12-17).  Jonathan promised to protect David from Saul; David 
promised to show kindness to Jonathan and his family. They made these 
promises to each other out of their deep friendship for each other.
2.  
(2 Samuel 4:4).  Mephibosheth was Jonathan’s son who was crippled at the 
age of 5. As Mephibosheth grew up he would fear David’s power over Saul’s 
descendants; he might also feel anger or bitterness toward the man who sat 
on his family’s throne.   
3.  
(2 Samuel 9:1-5).  David found out that Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth was 
still alive and had him brought to the palace where he could care for him and 
honor him. 
4.  
(2 Samuel 9:6-8).  Mephibosheth might have been afraid that David had 
summoned him in order to kill him as an heir to the throne.  

David returned to him all the land belonging to his grandfather Saul, and 
provided for him by having him always eat from the king’s own table.

5.  
(2 Samuel 19:24 - 28).  Mephibosheth had determined to go into exile with the 
king but had stayed in Jerusalem; he did not take care of himself – taking 
care of his crippled feet, trimming his mustache, or washing his clothes – 
from the day the king left until the day he returned safely. He considered 
David an “angel” to him and was grateful for the king’s care of him.


David’s love transformed Mephibosheth’s life: it saved him from death, from 
poverty; gave him honor as a “son” of the king.
6.  
(1 Corinthians 13:4-8).  Love is patient, kind, rejoices in truth, always 

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  

Love does not envy, does not boast, is not proud, is not rude, is not self-
seeking, is not easily angered, keeps no record of wrongs, does not delight in 
evil.  

Acknowledge answers.
7.  
(John 13:35).   Acknowledge all responses. Because unselfish love is an 
identifying characteristic of Jesus, it will be an identifying characteristic of 
His followers.
CHOOSE  (10 minutes)

Have the paragraph under “CHOOSE” well in mind and recite it to the participants.
Invite the participants to reflect on Boxes A, B and C and write responses in the spaces provided. Allow time.

Leader Share briefly a personal experience of putting love into action for someone else, or share being the recipient of someone else’s unconditional love. What impact did Christ-like love have on the other person or on you?
Invite participants to reflect and respond to Box D. Allow time.
APPLY  (10 or 25 minutes)

Invite the participants to fill in the chart. Allow time.
Ask: Is anyone willing to share with us something you plan to do for someone on your list?

Say: Notice the Grace Point at the end of this lesson. At our next meeting I will ask you to share with us what you did to put Christ-like love into action for someone else.
CLOSE (2 minutes)  
Invite the participants to divide into groups of 3-4 and pray that the Holy Spirit will empower them to reflect the love of Jesus to others both inside and outside their home. 

Revisit the goals of this lesson in closing remarks:
May we each  
· Know that Christ-like love is an evidence of discipleship.

· Feel empowered by Jesus to love others as He did.
· Respond with specific acts of Christ-like love toward others.
You will need:


1 Participant’s Guide 	for each person


Bibles


Pens/Pencils
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