

Leader’s Guide -- Lesson 1
Come to Jesus - Matthew

To prepare for leading this lesson, spend some time in prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you study this lesson and to open your heart to Him. Pray for the people who will come to your small group this week.
WELCOME (3 minutes)
Be stationed at the door of the meeting place to give a warm 

welcome to each person as they arrive. Take care of their 

needs:  children to babysitting, coats, place to sit.

Distribute the personalized invitation to each participant

as they come. Instruct them to not open the invitation until

you tell them to during the study. Be sure to have extra 

invitations in blank envelopes ready for any unexpected 

participants who may come. In this case, write the name

on the envelope and give them the invitation.

Invite the participants to share their week by asking, “Where

have you seen God at work in your life this week?”

(Acknowledge responses)

CONNECT  (10 minutes) 
Pair/Share: Invite the participants to remember an invitation they received to attend a memorable event and share this with a partner. Allow 2 minutes for the first partner to share then tell them to switch so the other person can also share. Allow 2 minutes then call the group back together. Invite 1 or 2 participants to share their memorable invitation with the whole group. 
Invite a participant to read the opening paragraphs in the participant’s guide. Refer the participants to the Goals as printed in their Participant’s Guide. Pray or invite a participant to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide this meeting.
DISCOVER (25 or 40 minutes)

Invite the participants to read Luke 5:27-32 around the circle with each person reading one verse. Read the first question in box number 1 and invite the group to answer. Repeat this with question number 2 in box 1. Allow time to write answers in the spaces provided. Divide the group into three subsets and assign numbers 2-4. Instruct each subset group to review the passage in Luke, discuss the answer to their question(s) then write answers to their question(s) in the space provided in their study guide. Allow time to work then call the group back together. Invite each subset to share their discoveries and encourage the participants to write answers in their guides. Allow brief group responses. Do number 5 all together.
1.
(Luke 5:27-32) Matthew was a tax collector; ready for a change in his life; 
willing to leave everything to follow Jesus; had a desire to share Jesus with 
his friends.

Abrupt; to the point
2.
(Luke 5:27-32)  Matthew left everything – his profession, money, his way of 
life, perhaps his friends, etc.

Acknowledge all answers
3.
(Luke 5:27-32)  No, because Matthew was considered a “sinner” because he 
collected taxes for the Roman government.

Jesus’ had different priorities; His choice for disciples was based on those 
who were open to learning from Him, who sensed their need.
4.
(Luke 5:27-32)  He gave a banquet in Jesus’ honor.


Matthew had a love for his friends and wanted them to meet One who would 
accept them rather than condemn them
5.
(John 15:5-8) 
Staying connected to Jesus.


Staying connected to Jesus and bearing much fruit to the glory of God 
demonstrates that we are Jesus’ disciples. 
CHOOSE  (10 minutes)

Have the first paragraph under “CHOOSE” well in mind and recite it to the participants.  
Say: Reflect on the questions in Boxes A, B, C, and D and write your answers in the spaces provided.    

Allow time for reflection and writing.

Ask: What barriers distract us from spending time alone with God each day? (Acknowledge responses). 
Leader Share your answer to Box B. Ask: Did you identify anything that you need to leave behind or let go of in order to connect with God daily? (Acknowledge responses)
Say: Some people make a mistake in setting realistic goals for spending time alone with God. They think they must begin this practice by spending 30 minutes or even 1 hour. They can’t imagine finding that much time in their busy day. So they don’t take any time. If you have not been in the habit of spending quiet time with God, begin with just 5 minutes. 
Leader Share briefly a personal experience you have had in Bible study and prayer that helped you grow closer to Jesus. Share the impact regular Time Alone with God has made in your relationship to Him.
Say: I invite you to reflect and write on the choice in Box E.
APPLY (10 or 25 minutes)
Ask: How many of you feel convicted that you need to spend intentional time alone with God?
Lead them through the process for T.A.G.

Say: Reflect on the questions in Boxes F and G and write your answers in the spaces provided. 
Allow time for reflection and writing.

Ask: Who would be willing to share your answer to Box F? (Acknowledge answers) Who would be willing to share your answer to Box G? (Acknowledge answers).
Say: If the experience of daily spending devoted time alone with God is new for you, you will find that some things work for you and some things don’t work. Notice the Grace Point at the end of this lesson. Next week I will give you the opportunity to share with us what was helpful or useful and what wasn’t as you take time alone with God.
INVITATIONS -- Say: Jesus invites you to follow Him, to be His “sold-out” disciple; to go deeper with Him each day. Please open your invitations.
Say: First, you are invited to write one or two areas in your life in which you want to grow as you go through this course. Second, write one thing that you would like to see God change in your family as you go through this course. 

Ask: Is anyone willing to share one thing you wrote on your invitations? (Acknowledge each response)
Say: You might like to put this invitation in a special place to reflect upon Jesus’ invitation to you to fully follow Him.

CLOSE (2 minutes) 
Intentionally revisit the goals through prayer or closing remarks. 
For example: Father in Heaven, may we each: Know that you are calling us by name to follow You. May we Feel drawn to go deeper with You, and may we each Respond by making a commitment to spend time alone with You every day.  

You will need:


1 Participant’s Guide 	for each person


Bibles


Pens/Pencils


Copies of the 	invitations


Envelopes





Ahead


Place the invitations in envelopes and write the participant’s names on the envelopes.
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