

Leader’s Guide -- Lesson 4
Establish Biblical Priorities – Solomon

To prepare for leading this lesson, spend some time in prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you study this lesson and open your heart to Him. Pray for the people who will come to your small group this week.
WELCOME (3 minutes) 
Be stationed at the door of the meeting place to give a warm 

welcome to each person as they arrive.  Take care of their 

needs:  children to babysitting, coats, place to sit.

Say: Last week we studied Peter and how he invited 
Jesus to be the Lord of his life. 
Remind the participants of the experience you shared last week of inviting Jesus to be Lord of one area of your life, or briefly share how the Lordship of Jesus has made a difference in your life this past week.

Invite the participants to divide into pairs then Say: Briefly share with your partner one new choice you made this week in an area of your life that needed the Lordship of Jesus. Allow 1-2 minutes.
Ask: Would anyone like to share your experience with the whole group? Invite 1-3 people to share.
Encourage each participant to continue to invite Jesus to be Lord of each area of their life.

CONNECT  (10 minutes) 
Say: The word epitaph comes from ancient Greek and literally means on a gravestone. Some epitaphs are humorous, some are serious, some present a moral or lesson for those still living. Here are a few actual epitaphs: (select from the following list and read a few to your class).
· Susan B. Anthony (worked for women’s rights) Liberty, Humanity, Justice, Equality

· Benjamin Franklin – The Body of / B. Franklin, Printer / Like the Cover of an old Book / Its Contents torn out / And Stript of its Lettering & Gilding / Lies here. / Food for Worms / For, it will as he believed / appear once more / In a new and more elegant Edition / corrected and improved / By the Author

· Here was buried Thomas Jefferson / Author of The Declaration of American Independence / of the Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom / and Father of the University of Virginia ( No mention of being President of the United States!)

· Sacred to the memory of / Major James Brush / Royal Artillery, who was killed / by the accidental discharge of / a pistol by his orderly, / 14th April 1831. / Well done, good and faithful servant.

· Boot Hill Cemetery, Tombstone, Arizona – Here lies / Lester Moore / four slugs / from a 44 / no Les / no more

· She lived with her husband for 50 years / And died in the confident hope of a better life

Say: The words on a tombstone may or may not reflect how a person lived life. Think about your own legacy. Ask: How do you want to be remembered by those close to you. 

Distribute paper and pens and invite the participants to write 1 – 3 phrases or sentences that capture how they want to be remembered. Allow time to work then have them pair-share or have 1-3 volunteers share with the whole group.

Debrief

Ask: What does writing a possible legacy cause you to focus on? (Those things that are important to you)  Do you think the life you are living now will help you be remembered as you want?
Invite a participant to read the opening paragraphs in the participant’s guide. Refer the participants to the Goals as printed in their Participant’s Guide. Pray or invite a participant to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide this meeting.
DISCOVER  (25 or 40 minutes)

Lead the group through “Discover.” Model the first one or two sections; 1) read the question(s), 2) ask a volunteer to read the text(s), 3) invite the group to answer the question(s) by writing in their participant’s guide. Discuss their answers. When the model section(s) is finished, divide the group into subsets and assign the remaining DISCOVER questions among the subsets.  Instruct them to read the passage together, discuss their answers to the questions then write their answers in the participant’s guide. For longer passages, instruct them to summarize the passage when they report to the group and select 1-2 verses to read to the group that answer their question(s). Allow time to complete their number(s). Return to a single group and invite each subset to share their discoveries. Allow brief group responses. Cover all the questions.



1.  
 (2 Samuel 12:24, 25; 1 Kings 1:32-35) Solomon was the son of David and 
Bathsheba. The Lord named him Jedidiah which means “loved by the Lord.” 
Solomon was the king of Israel.
2.   
(1 Kings 3:5-9)  God offered Solomon whatever he wanted – anything his 
heart desired.   

Solomon asked God for wisdom and discernment in order to rule God’s 
people.  He felt inadequate for the task ahead; he felt like a little child.

3.   
(1 Kings 3:10-14) Solomon’s request showed his dependence upon God; 
Solomon had his priorities straight.

God promised to give him the wisdom and discernment that he had asked 
for; God also promised to give him what he did not ask for – riches, honor, 
fame. In addition God promised to give him a long life on the condition of 
obedience.
4.   
(1 Kings 6:1) To build a temple for the Lord.

This shows that Solomon put God first in his kingdom. Solomon modeled to 
his subjects making God their first priority.

5.   
(2 Chronicles 9: 1-4, 8, 23.) Other rulers who heard of Solomon came to learn 
from him. He had the opportunity to witness for God. 

The Queen of Sheba praised Solomon’s God rather than praising Solomon; 
this shows that Solomon gave God credit for his accomplishments and 
wisdom. 
6.   
(Kings 11:1-6)  Solomon married many foreign women who led him into the 
worship of other gods such as Ashtoreth and Molech. Solomon forgot God. 
He did evil in the sight of the Lord. 
7.  
(Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, 17)  Solomon tried pleasure/ great projects/ amassing 
wealth/ accumulating material possessions. 

Everything he had done had become grievous to him – meaningless. He hated 
life.
8.   
(Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14)  Solomon concluded that it was most important to 
follow God and his commands.
      
This is significant because it shows that Solomon understood what was 
truly important in life.
CHOOSE  (10 minutes)

Have the paragraph under “CHOOSE” well in mind and recite it to the participants.

Read the information in Box A to the participants and Say: This is a reality check. Write your priorities as they really were this past week, not what you wish they had been or what you would like them to be. Remember: Our priorities are revealed by those things that we do without fail each day. Invite the participants to complete Boxes A, B, and C.
Allow time to reflect and write in each box. 
Ask: Are there things to celebrate in your list of priorities? (Acknowledge responses) Are there things you need to change? (Acknowledge responses)
Leader Share briefly a personal experience of re-prioritizing your life and the difference this has made for you. How did godly priorities impact your children?
Invite the participants to reflect on Box D and write in the guides. Invite them to form pairs and pray for each other.
APPLY  (10 or 25 minutes)
Say: Sometimes we need to let go of something that is good in order to find time for those things that are more important. 

Invite the participants to complete Boxes E, F, G, and H. 

Allow time to reflect and write.

Ask: What difference will it make if we have godly priorities in our lives? Invite 1-2 participants to share their responses. 

Say: Notice the Grace Point at the end of this lesson. At our next meeting I will ask you to share with us one change you made through God’s grace in your priorities.
CLOSE (2 minutes)  
Intentionally revisit the goals through a closing prayer.
May we each 

· Know God has a plan for our life’s priorities. 

· Feel encouraged by God’s word to live a balanced life.

· Respond by following the prompting of the Holy Spirit to re-prioritize our lives.
You will need:


1 Participant’s Guide 	for each person


Bibles


Pens/Pencils


Paper
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