


Leader’s Guide -- Lesson 3
Invite Jesus to Shape Your Life – Peter

To prepare for leading this lesson, spend some time in prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you study this lesson and to open your heart to Him. Pray for the people who will come to your small group this week.
WELCOME (3 minutes) 
Be stationed at the door of the meeting place to give a warm 

welcome to each person as they arrive.  Take care of their 

needs:  children to babysitting, coats, place to sit.

Say: Last week we studied God’s amazing gift of grace. 
Briefly share how this truth has made a difference in your life.

Invite the participants to divide into pairs then Say: Share briefly with your partner some insight God showed you this past week as you reflected upon His gifts of grace and salvation and the difference this truth makes in your life. Allow 1-2 minutes

Ask: Would anyone like to share your reflections with the whole group? Invite 1-3 people to share.
Encourage the participants to continue to look for evidence of God’s grace in their lives from day to day.

CONNECT  (10 minutes) 
Distribute pipe cleaners to each participant and instruct them to make a recognizable object with them. Allow time to work then ask each to share what they made with the group. Invite the whole group to affirm each person as they share their project.
Debrief

Ask: What is it about a pipe cleaner that allows you to make something from it? (Pipe cleaners are flexible). Why is it important for disciples of Jesus to be flexible? (Acknowledge answers) 
Invite a participant to read the opening paragraphs in the participant’s guide. Refer the participants to the Goals as printed in their Participant’s Guide. Pray or invite a participant to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide this meeting.
DISCOVER  (25 or 40 minutes)

Lead the group though “Discover.” Model the first one or two sections; 1) read the question(s), 2) ask a volunteer to read the text(s), 3) invite the group to answer the question(s) by writing in their participant’s guide. Discuss their answers. When the model section(s) is finished, divide the group into subsets and assign the remaining DISCOVER questions except numbers 7 and 8 among the subsets. Instruct them to read the passage together, discuss their answers to the questions then write their answers in the participant’s guide. For longer passages, instruct them to summarize the passage when they report to the group and select 1-2 verses to read to the group that answer their question(s) . Allow time to complete their number(s). Return to a single group and invite each subset to share their discoveries.  Allow brief group responses.  Cover all the questions. Do numbers 7 and 8 all together.

1.  
(Matthew 4:18-20) Come, follow Me.  You will fish for men.

He acted on impulse. He was ready for Jesus’ call. He wanted something 
better for his life. He had a measure of faith in Jesus.
2.
(Matthew 14:25-33)  Jesus gave Peter the opportunity to grow, to have a 


stronger faith in Him.

Jesus wanted Peter to learn that he could not depend upon himself, but 

needed to depend upon Jesus.  Jesus would need Peter to be completely 
dependent upon Him in order to do the great work of “fishing for men” that 
Jesus called him to do.
3.
(Matthew 16:13-17, 21-23)  Jesus affirmed Peter because he was open to God,


and he recognized who Jesus was in spite of the rejection of Jesus by the 


Jewish leaders.


Jesus rebuked Peter because Peter did not accept Jesus’ word about what 


would happen to Him; Peter was asserting that he knew better than Jesus 



knew. 
4.
(John 13:6-10) Peter was headstrong, opinionated, and bold. He was also 


teachable and willing to change when shown his errors; he had a strong 


love for Jesus. 


Jesus treated Peter with respect by taking the time to explain what He was 


doing to him. Jesus was gentle with Peter.
5.
(Luke 22:54-62)  Peter finally recognized his own weakness, his own inability 
to do what he wanted to do, what he publicly professed he would do; He 
realized his need of Jesus’ strength and power in his life.
6.
(John 21:15-17)  The other disciples knew about Peter’s failure and 
cowardice. Jesus wanted them to know that He accepted Peter and reinstated 


him as one of them in spite of his failure. 


Jesus’ treatment of Peter was redemptive in that Jesus gave Peter the 



opportunity to publically declare his love then trusted Peter with an 



important work to do.

7.
(Acts 2:14, 36-39) 
Before Pentecost:  Impulsive, bold, arrogant, weak, fearful
After Pentecost:  Assertive, fearless, strong, still bold – but for Jesus instead of self
8.
(Philippians 1:6) Jesus is the One who transforms us. This transformation is 
a gift of His grace

CHOOSE  (10 minutes)

Have the paragraph under “CHOOSE” well in mind and recite it to the participants.

Read the question in Box A and invite the participants to answer and discuss it.
Invite the participants to reflect and write on the questions in Box B. 

Ask: What does Peter’s story teach us about what Lordship is?

Invite the participants to reflect and write on the questions in Boxes C and D. 

Leader Share briefly your personal experience of inviting Jesus to be Lord of one area of your life. How has the Lordship of Jesus made a difference for you?
Invite the participants to reflect and pray about Box E.
APPLY (10 or 25 minutes)

Have the paragraph under “APPLY” well in mind and recite it to the participants.

Invite a participant to read the text in Box F. Ask: How can this text help us in regard to the Lordship of Jesus?

Invite a participant to read the text in Box G. Ask: How can this text help us in regard to the Lordship of Jesus?

Invite the participants to reflect and write the answers to the questions in Boxes H and I.
Say: Notice the Grace Point at the end of this lesson. At our next meeting I will ask you to share a new choice you made this coming week in an area of your life that needs the Lordship of Jesus. 
CLOSE (2 minutes)  
Intentionally revisit the goals through a closing prayer. 
May we each 

· Know Jesus as Lord.

· Feel empowered by His grace to grow spiritually.  

· Respond by inviting Him to transform our lives.

You will need:


1 Participant’s Guide 	for each person


Bibles


Pens/Pencils


Pipe cleaners
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