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Leader’s Guide -- Lesson 11

Equip Your Child to Stand for Jesus – Mordecai & Esther
To prepare for leading this lesson, spend some time in prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you study this lesson and open your heart to Him. Pray for the people who will come to your small group this week.
WELCOME (3 minutes) 
Be stationed at the door of the meeting place to give a warm 

welcome to each person as they arrive.  Take care of their 

needs:  children to babysitting, coats, place to sit.
Say: Last week we studied Moses and Joshua and 
intentionally mentoring our children to God. 
Remind the participants of the experience you shared 

last week of actively mentoring your child to Jesus or share

something you did this past week to actively mentor your 

child.

Invite the participants to divide into pairs then Say: Briefly share with your partner an idea you used to actively mentor your child to Jesus this past week. Allow 1-2 minutes.
Ask: Would any of you like to share with the whole group? Invite 1-3 people to share.
Encourage them to use additional ideas to actively mentor their child to Jesus.  

CONNECT  (10 minutes) 
Play a game of “Communication Challenge.” Choose one of the following texts and write it on a small sheet of paper: 1) Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones [Proverbs 16:24]; 2) Stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you [2 Thessalonians 2:15]; 3) Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes [Ephesians 5:11]. 

To play – Invite the participants to sit in a circle. Give the copied text to one participant and instruct him/her to read it silently then whisper it into the ear of the person sitting next to him/her. Have each participant pass the message on to the next person around the circle. Instruct the participants to listen carefully as the message can NOT be repeated, but whispered only one time by each person. When the last person has received the message, ask him/her to stand up and repeat the message he/she received out loud to the group. Ask the person who started the game to read the original text to the group. Repeat with the another text if time allows.
Debrief
Ask: How accurate was our communication? (Acknowledge answers.) What made it difficult to transmit the message exactly? (Not being familiar with the message itself; not being able to repeat it.) In our circle who was the person most likely to get the message accurately? (The first person told the text). What does this game teach us about passing on spiritual knowledge to our children? (Need to be present a clear message; need to make the message familiar to them; need to do it ourselves and not depend upon someone else).
Invite a participant to read the opening paragraphs in the participant’s guide. Refer the participants to the Goals as printed in their Participant’s Guide. Pray or invite a participant to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide this meeting.
DISCOVER  (25 or 40 minutes)
Lead the group through “Discover.” Model the first one or two sections; 1) read the question(s), 2) ask a volunteer to read the text(s), 3) invite the group to answer the question(s) by writing in their participant’s guide. Discuss their answers. When the model section(s) is finished, divide the group into subsets and assign the remaining DISCOVER questions among the subsets.  Instruct them to read the passage together, discuss their answers to the questions then write their answers in the participant’s guide. For longer passages, instruct them to summarize the passage when they report to the group and select 1-2 verses to read to the group that answer their question(s). Allow time to complete their number(s). Return to a single group and invite each subset to share their discoveries. Allow brief group responses. Cover all the questions.

1. (Esther 2:5-10).  Mordecai was an exiled Jew living in Susa. He had been taken captive in Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar.  

Esther was an orphan and Mordecai’s cousin whom he cared for as his own 
      daughter. She was beautiful. She was taken to the king’s palace and won the 
favor of those who saw her. She obeyed Mordecai’s instruction and counsel.
2. (Deuteronomy 6:4-7). The responsibility of transmitting to Esther the knowledge of God and His commandments. 
3. (Esther 2:11).  He came each day to the harem to find out what was happening to Esther and to encourage her with his continued concern for her welfare.
4. (Esther 2:17-20). Even after she was crowned queen, she continued to follow Mordecai’s instructions and counsel. 

This demonstrates that Esther was not affected by her new position but was 


still teachable. It also shows that Esther had respect for Mordecai and 
confidence in his wisdom.
5.
(Esther 4:5-11).  He urged her to go before the king and beg for mercy and 
plead with him to save her people.
Esther responded by telling Mordecai the dangers of going before the king without being summoned and that she had not been summoned for 30 days.
6.
(Esther 4:12-14).  Mordecai challenged her to be courageous by telling her that she had been placed in her royal position for this crisis.

7.
(Esther 4:15-17). She prepared to go before the king with fasting and prayer. 
He gathered Jewish friends together to fast and pray for 3 days. 

8.
(Esther 8:3-8, 11).  She followed Mordecai’s counsel, and became the means to save God’s people. 
CHOOSE (10 minutes)
Have the paragraph at the beginning of “CHOOSE” well in mind and recite it to the participants. Invite them to have a silent prayer then complete the first three columns of the chart. Allow time for reflection and writing.

Invite 1-2 participants to share the challenges their child is facing and/or will face. 
Invite the participants to reflect on the questions in Boxes A and B and write their responses. Allow time to reflect and write.
APPLY (10 or 25 minutes)
Have the sentence at the beginning of “APPLY” well in mind and recite it to the participants.
Invite the participants to read the information in Box C then complete the fourth column of the chart in the “CHOOSE” section.
Ask: Who will share one specific thing you can do to help your child face challenges? (Acknowledge responses)


Leader Share briefly a personal story of helping your child face a challenging situation. What mentoring idea did you use? 
Say: Notice the Grace Point at the end of this lesson. At our next meeting I will ask you to share the specific mentoring idea you used to help your child face a current challenge. 
Invite the participants to complete Boxes D and E and write their responses. Allow time to reflect and write.

Ask: Did anyone identify areas in your child’s life that need your vigilance right now? 
(Acknowledge responses)

Ask: What Bible promises did you think of to strengthen your child? (Acknowledge responses)
CLOSE (2 minutes)
Invite the participants to divide into groups of 3-4 and pray for each other.
Revisit the goals of this lesson through closing remarks.

May we each 

· Know that Jesus needs us to instill Biblical beliefs and spiritual values in our children.

· Feel convicted to equip our children to stand firm for Jesus.  

· Respond by mentoring our children to face life’s challenges.

You will need:


1 Participant’s Guide 	for each person


Bibles


Pens/Pencils


Paper


Communication Challenge Game sentences on slips of paper
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