

Leader’s Guide -- Lesson 2
You Can Know -  Woman of Grace
To prepare for leading this lesson, spend some time in prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you study this lesson and open your heart to Him. Pray for the people who will come to your small group this week.
WELCOME (3 minutes)
Be stationed at the door of the meeting place to give a warm 

welcome to each person as they arrive.  Take care of their 

needs:  children to babysitting, coats, place to sit.
Say: Last week we studied coming to Jesus by connecting 
with Him through Bible study and prayer – T.A.G. 

Remind the participants of the experience you shared last week from your own T.A.G. time or briefly share some new insight you have gained from T.A.G. this week.

Invite the participants to divide into pairs then Say: Share briefly with your partner something you can celebrate about your time alone with God this past week and any challenges you may have encountered. Allow 1-2 minutes.
Ask: Would anyone like to share with the whole group? Invite 1-3 people to share.
Encourage the participants to continue to make time each day to connect with God.
CONNECT  (10 minutes) 
Pair Share: Invite the participants to share receiving a memorable gift or giving a special gift. What made the gift meaningful? Allow 3-4 minutes for sharing.
Debrief

Ask: Who would like to share with the whole group the special gift you received or gave? Allow time for 3-4 responses. 

Say: Sometimes when we receive a gift it is the gift itself that is memorable. Sometimes it is the person who gives the gift that makes it special. Sometimes it is the circumstances surrounding the gift that makes the gift meaningful. 
Ask: How is your experience of receiving or giving a gift similar to the gift of salvation Jesus gives to each of us? (Acknowledge responses)
Invite a participant to read the opening paragraphs in the participant’s guide. Refer the participants to the Goals as printed in their Participant’s Guide. Pray or invite a participant to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide this meeting.
DISCOVER  (25 or 40 minutes)

Lead the group through “Discover.” Model the first one or two sections; 1) read the question(s), 2) ask a volunteer to read the text(s), 3) invite the group to answer the question(s) by writing in their participant’s guide. Discuss their answers. When the model section(s) is finished, divide the group into subsets and assign the remaining DISCOVER questions among the subsets.  Instruct them to read the passage together, discuss their answers to the questions then write their answers in the participant’s guide. For longer passages, instruct them to summarize the passage when they report to the group and select 1-2 verses to read to the group that answers their question(s). Allow time to complete their number(s). Return to a single group and invite each subset to share their discoveries. Allow brief group responses. Cover all the questions.


1.
(Read John 8:2-6) She was caught in the act of committing adultery.  She was 
forced to stand before the crowd.  She deserved death by stoning according 
to the law.  


Her accusers are Pharisees and teachers of the law.  They cared nothing 
about her and were using her to trap Jesus.  They did not recognize their 
own guilt.  


Various answers:  humiliated, ashamed, frightened, angry, etc.

2.
(Read John 8:7-11)  Forgiveness is immediate and undeserved. Jesus wants to 
forgive us.
3.
(John 8:7-11; Romans 8:1)  Even when we deserve to be condemned, Jesus 
does not condemn us. 

Overwhelmed with gratitude for Jesus’ love and acceptance. Surprised.
4.
(Read John 8:11.) Stop your life of sin. These words gave her hope and 
courage she to make a change in her way of life.
5.
(Read Ephesians 2:8, 9)  Salvation is a free gift. We can never earn it by our 


good works and deeds.
SAY:  By trusting Jesus, this woman accepted salvation offered as a free gift of God’s grace. This empowered her to forgive herself and turn from her life of sin. She found the assurance of salvation through Jesus that she so desperately needed – something she could never have found apart from Him.
CHOOSE  (10 minutes)

Have the paragraph under “CHOOSE” well in mind and recite it to the participants.  
Invite one participant to read the text in Box A while the others follow along in their Bibles.

Ask the question in Box A. Acknowledge responses.
Leader Share briefly your personal experience of understanding God’s gift of grace. What difference has it made in your life to understand God’s grace? 

Say: Reflect on Boxes B and C and write your responses in the spaces provided.    

Allow time for reflection and writing.

APPLY (10 or 25 minutes)

Have the paragraph under “APPLY” well in mind and recite it to the participants.  
Invite the participants to look up each Bible text and write summaries of them in the spaces provided as you go from step to step.  
Say: Human beings have a problem. Invite one participant to read Romans 3:23 and Romans 6:23, first part. Ask: According to these verses, what is the condition of each and every person? (All have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory and deserve death) Say: The first thing we need to do as sinners before God is recognize our need of a Savior and come to Him just as we are.
Say: Jesus has provided the solution to our sin problem. Invite one participant to read John 3:16, 17 and Romans 6:23 (last part). Ask: What is Jesus’ solution? (His death which gives us eternal life). Say: We can believe that Jesus died for each of us individually and personally. We know that Jesus offers us eternal life as a gift. We cannot earn it.
Say: Once we recognize our need of a Savior and know that Jesus died to forgive us of our sins, we respond. Invite one participant to read Acts 3:19 and 1 John 1:9. Ask: What is the human response to Jesus’ death on the Cross? (Repent from our sins and confess our sins to God) Say: When we repent we turn away from our sins in genuine sorrow. When we confess we acknowledge our sins. We can know for sure that God forgives us and restores us.  
Invite one participant to read Revelation 3:20. Ask: How do we receive the gift of eternal life? (By opening our heart’s door and inviting Jesus to come in) 
Invite the participants to reflect upon and answer the question in Box D. 
Allow time to reflect and write.

Ask: Who is willing to share your definition of God’s grace? (Acknowledge responses).

Say: Some theologians have explained grace as “getting what we don’t deserve while not getting what we do deserve.”
Invite the participants to reflect and write on the questions in Boxes E and F.

Allow time to reflect and write.

Ask: Who is willing to share your answers to E or F? (Acknowledge answers)
Say: Notice the Grace Point at the end of this lesson. This coming week spend one of your T.A.G. times reflecting upon God’s grace in giving you the free gift of salvation. Reflect upon the difference this truth makes in your life. 
If any of the participants have questions regarding the assurance of salvation invite them to meet with you and/or your pastor outside of class for further study.

CLOSE  (2 minutes)
Intentionally revisit the goals through a closing prayer, for example: 

May we each
· Know that we are saved by Jesus’ grace. 

· Feel accepted, loved, and forgiven by Jesus.

· Respond by praising Jesus for saving us.   

You will need:


1 Participant’s Guide 	for each person


Bibles


Pens/Pencils
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