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Leader’s Guide -- Lesson 9
Teach Your Child to Love God’s Word – Lois & Eunice
To prepare for leading this lesson, spend some time in prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you study this lesson and open your heart to Him. Pray for the people who will come to your small group this week.
WELCOME (3 minutes) 
Be stationed at the door of the meeting place to give a warm 

welcome to each person as they arrive.  Take care of their 

needs:  children to babysitting, coats, place to sit.
Say: Last week we studied Abraham and leading your family 
in worship. 
Invite the participants to divide into pairs and Say: Share briefly with your partner what you did for family worship this past week and any obstacles you may have encountered. Allow 1-2 minutes.
Ask: Would anyone like to share with the whole group? Invite 1-3 people to share.
Encourage each participant to continue to plan and implement simple family worships this coming week. 
CONNECT  (10 minutes) 
Distribute slips of paper and pens/pencils. Say: Think of one famous or well-known saying and write it on your paper. Examples: “When it rains, it pours; All for one and one for all.” Allow time to think and write. Choose one word in your saying and circle it. Allow time. We will go around the circle and have each person read their well-known saying, leaving the circled word blank. For example: “When it rains, it ________.” Then the group will guess the missing word.

Go around the circle and have the participants read his/her saying one at a time. After each one reads Ask: Can you fill in the missing blank? Acknowledge responses then go to the next person.
Debrief

Ask: How well did we do in guessing the missing words? (Acknowledge responses) Why did we know these? (They were familiar sayings that we have heard many times; They “stuck” in our memories) 
Say: Remembering most of these sayings is not particularly useful to us. 

Ask: What does this activity teach us about transmitting Scripture to our children? (Need to make Scripture familiar to our children; Need to use repetition to make it “stick.”)
Invite a participant to read the opening paragraphs in the participant’s guide. Refer the participants to the “Goals” as printed in their Participant’s Guide. Pray or invite a participant to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide this meeting.
DISCOVER  (25 or 40 minutes)
Lead the group through “Discover.” Model the first one or two sections; 1) read the question(s), 2) ask a volunteer to read the text(s), 3) invite the group to answer the question(s) by writing in their participant’s guide. Discuss their answers. When the model section(s) is finished, divide the group into subsets and assign the remaining DISCOVER questions among the subsets.  Instruct them to read the passage together, discuss their answers to the questions then write their answers in the participant’s guide. For longer passages, instruct them to summarize the passage when they report to the group and select 1-2 verses to read to the group that answer their question(s). Allow time to complete their number(s). Return to a single group and invite each subset to share their discoveries. Allow brief group responses. Cover all the questions.


1.
(Acts 16:1, 2) Timothy was a disciple; he lived in Lystra; His mother was Jewish and a believer; His father was Greek; the other believers spoke well of him.

Because the Scriptures say that his mother was a believer, but do not mention his father, we can infer that his father was not a believer.


Their example can give courage to single parents or those who have a non-believing spouse.
2.
(2 Timothy 1:5) Timothy received his sincere faith from his mother and grandmother.

The three generations are significant because they reveal how faith is to be passed on from one generation to the next. This also shows the influence grandparents can have in growing faith in their grandchildren.
3.
(2 Timothy 3:14, 15)  We know that Lois and Eunice were effective because Paul tells him to continue in what he had learned and become convinced of in his infancy from them. 
4.
(Read 2 Timothy 3:14, 15) First to know the Scriptures by learning them then to become convinced for yourself.  
This phrase is significant because it reveals the importance of having a relationship with those who teach us from the Bible.
5.
(2 Timothy 3:14-16) The Purpose of Scripture is to make us wise for Salvation through faith in Jesus; to teach; to rebuke and correct; to train for righteousness; to equip us for good works.
6.
(2 Timothy 1:14) To guard the good deposit that was entrusted to him through the help of the Holy Spirit.

Lois and Eunice are the ones who made this “good deposit” in Timothy by teaching him God’s Word from his infancy.
CHOOSE (10 minutes)
Have the sentences at the beginning of this section well in mind and say them to the participants. 
Invite the participants to reflect on Boxes A, B, and C and write their responses. Allow time for reflection and writing.

Ask: What can we do to model to our children that we value the Word of God? (Acknowledge responses)
Ask: What Bible promise would you like God to fulfill in your child? (Acknowledge responses)
Leader Share briefly one method you have used in your family to help the Scriptures come alive for your child. 
Invite the participants to reflect on Box D and write their responses. Allow time for reflection and writing.

APPLY (10 or 25 minutes)
Read the sentence under “APPLY” to the participants. Invite the participants to work together in groups of 2-4 to think of ways to make the Scripture come alive utilizing the different modes listed on the chart. Allow time.
Go from group to group and invite them to share one or two of their ideas.

Say: One additional way to help connect your child to Scripture is to give a formal blessing as parents did in Old Testament times.

Have the first two paragraphs on “The Blessing” well in mind and recite them to the participants. 

Ask a volunteer to help you demonstrate giving a blessing. Have the volunteer stand in front of you as if they are your child. Place one hand on his/her shoulder. 
Say: __Your child’s name__, I just want to tell you how much I’ve enjoyed seeing you in action here at home this week.  You bless our home in so many ways. I’ve noticed that you have become a caring and helpful person. I especially appreciate the way you have helped your little sister with her homework this week. I really enjoyed washing the car together last Sunday. I like doing things with you. You are facing an Algebra test next week and I know that you are concerned about this. __Your child’s name__, may God give you peace about this test as He has promised to do in His Word. May you know that you can do anything through His strength. May your life this coming week be a tower of His strength in you. I love you with all my heart. I am so glad that you are a part of this family. (Give him/her a bear hug.)
Read the paragraph above the Blessing Chart.

Say: Read the passages listed in Genesis, Philippians, and Matthew then create a blessing to use for your child. Allow time. 
If time permits invite 1-2 volunteers to share their ideas for a formal blessing.
Say: Using a formal blessing frequently, such as at Friday night family worships or on the child’s birthday, will reinforce to your child that you value him/her.
Say: Notice the Grace Point at the end of this lesson. At our next meeting I will invite you to share what you did this coming week to help the Scriptures come alive for your child. 
CLOSE (2 minutes)
Invite 1 or 2 participants to close with prayer asking God to help us instill a love for God’s Word in our children.

Revisit the goals of this lesson through the closing remarks.

May we each  
· Know how to develop a love for God’s Word in our children.
· Feel a passion to teach God’s Word to our children.
· Respond by utilizing different methods to make God’s Word come alive for our children.
You will need:


1 Participant’s Guide 	for each person


Bibles


Pens/Pencils


Slips of paper
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