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Outline with ideas for group discussion largely taken from the Teachers’ Edition of the Sabbath School Lesson prepared by the General Conference SS ministry.


Lesson no.: 13		16-22 September 2017
Title: 			The Gospel and the Church
Key texts:		Galatians 6:1-10; Matt. 18:15-17; Romans 15:1; 1 Cor. 10:12; John 13:34; Luke 22:3.


A. Themes to Explore:   
1. The Church is the temple of the Spirit, house of prayer and refuge for everyone, a space in which to grow and a center for recovery.  
2. The assembling of believers together is a place of commitment to bearing the burdens of others, doing good for oneself and for others. 
3. Walk according to the Spirit or the Law of Christ: are these parallel concepts or is the second a consequence of the first?


B. Learning Objectives*
Know:	Reflect on how living in Christ or according to His law teaches us to be in harmony with others.              
Feel:	Keep watch over ourselves, guarding from spiritual presumption, from feeling strong in ourselves and confronting temptations alone.            
Do:	Aspire to love for your neighbor: the fundamental characteristic of the ‘Law of Christ’.    


C. Other possible questions for deeper study, debate, sharing and testimony**  
1. Why is this lesson important to me? (Motivate); 
1a. 	What is the Law of Christ about which Paul speaks? How would you summarize it?
2.	What else is there still to learn from God’s Word? (Explore); 
2a.	What important lessons come from the texts of Galatians 6:1-10 and Matthew 18:15-17? What responsibilities to we have towards each other? What acts do they tell us to do; about which we are frequently indifferent?
2b.	Why is it so difficult to be a house of prayer and healing and at the same time a place of refuge for those who have done wrong?
3.	How can I practice what I’ve learned from God’s Word? (Apply); 
3a.	In what areas are we called to bear each other’s burdens and how can we do this? 
4.	How can I communicate and apply what I’ve learned from God’s Word? (Create). 
4a. 	What does this lesson teach us about the important steps that need to be taken for our personal testimony to be an effective witness?


NOTES:
*	Copied from the Teachers Edition that adopts active, functional and sharing principles (Know, Feel, Do).
** 	To compare and use together with the final questions found in the lesson study every Friday.
	***	The questions in red are drawn from the Teachers Edition.
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