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Outline with ideas for group discussion largely taken from the Teachers’ Edition of the Sabbath School Lesson prepared by the General Conference SS ministry.


Lesson no.: 14		23 - 29 September 2017
Title: 			Boasting in the Cross
Key texts:		Galatians 6:11-18; Romans 6:1-6 & 12:1-8; 2 Cor. 5:17 & 4:10 & 11:23-29.


A. Themes to Explore:   
1. Carry the sign of circumcision or the cross, an external visible sign or death to self and the new birth.  
2. Paul, taking inspiration from Jesus’ teaching, affirms what is essential: to be born again, born of God. 
3. Only Christ, only the Cross of Christ, only faith in the death and resurrection of Christ, a faith based on the revelation of Christ.


B. Learning Objectives*
Know:	Analyze the strong themes and Paul’s final appeal to the brethren in Galatia: everything is through Christ.              
Feel:	Examine the fundamental condition for a disciple of Jesus: to be a new creature.            
Do:	Find consolation and “pride” only in the cross of Christ, the reason and inspiration for our life and mission.    


C. Other possible questions for deeper study, debate, sharing and testimony**  
1. Why is this lesson important to me? (Motivate); 
1a. 	Why were the death and cross of Jesus so important to Paul? Why is circumcision unimportant?
2.	What else is there still to learn from God’s Word? (Explore); 
2a.	What matters is being a new creature: “I am crucified with Christ”. What do we learn from these words of Paul?
3.	How can I practice what I’ve learned from God’s Word? (Apply); 
3a.	Although we are new creatures by the power of God, what is our responsibility in this process? 
4.	How can I communicate and apply what I’ve learned from God’s Word? (Create). 
4a. 	How can we render our preaching of the cross, our testimony about Jesus and His death, effective? What corrections need to be made to our style?


NOTES:
*	Copied from the Teachers Edition that adopts active, functional and sharing principles (Know, Feel, Do).
** 	To compare and use together with the final questions found in the lesson study every Friday.
	***	The questions in red are drawn from the Teachers Edition.
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